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Director/Farm Loan Officer 
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Email: 

Welcome Brad Robbins, 
State Office Agricultural 
Program Specialist 
Brad Robbins is our newest employee in 
the Alaska State Office in Palmer. We’re 
excited to have him on the team! If you’re in 
Palmer, please stop in and introduce 
yourself to Brad. 

 

FSA County Committee 
Elections to Begin; 
Producers to Receive 
Ballots Week of Nov. 9 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will 
begin mailing ballots to eligible farmers and 
ranchers across the country for the 2015 
FSA County Committee elections on 
Monday, Nov. 9, 2015. Farmers and 
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lloyd.wilhelm@ak.usda.gov  

Southern County Office 
800 W Evergreen, Ste 216 
Palmer, AK 99645 

County Executive Director 
Erin Sturdivant 
907-761-7754 
Fax: 907-761-7789 
Email: 
erin.sturdivant@ak.usda.gov  

Farm Loan Manager 
Jeff Curry 
907-761-7773 
Fax: 907-761-7789 
Email: jeff.curry@ak.usda.gov  

Hours Monday-Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

Committee Meetings:  
Northern Co Nov TBA  
Southern Co Nov. 3, 4:00 pm 

Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county. 

ranchers will begin receiving their ballots 
the week of Nov. 9th. Producers must 
return ballots to their local FSA offices by 
Dec. 7, 2015, to ensure that their vote is 
counted. Ballots returned by mail must be 
postmarked no later than Dec. 7, 2015.  

Ballots include the names of candidates 
running for the local committee election. 
FSA has modified the ballot this year, 
making it more easily identifiable and less 
likely to be overlooked. Voters who do not 
receive ballots in the coming week can pick 
one up at their local FSA office. Newly 
elected committee members and their 
alternates will take office Jan. 1, 2016. 

The following are this year’s candidates 
who have been nominated in their LAA’s to 
serve as a committee member. All 
candidates have agreed to serve if elected.  

Northern County LAA-3 which includes 
the area beginning at the SE corner of the 
Matsu Borough proceeding north to NW 
corner of SE Fairbanks Census area, east 
to line following Clearwater road 
intersecting AK Hwy, proceeding SE to 
AKGREAA line, south then SE following 
line to Canadian border, south following 
Canadian border to Chugach Mtn. Range, 
turning west following Chugach Mtn. west 
to SW corner of Matsu Borough. (Includes 
Delta Junction, Glennallen, and Kenny 
Lake.) 

 

Robert Green moved to the Delta area in 1965. The family was highly involved with all stages of 
bringing land into production in the Delta area. In 1971 the first crops were planted, and since then 
they have raised hay, grain, and have had up to 450 head of livestock at a time. Currently the farm 
is actively producing hay and grain with all crops processed and marketed throughout the state. Bob 
is involved with many aspects of farming and wants to see agriculture remain strong throughout the 
state. 

Julia Mugrage moved to Delta Junction 2 years ago from Nebraska after farming and operating 
several feedlots to buy a livestock and elk Farm. We thought we could slow down but we love 
spending the time growing Barley, Oats, Brome hay and raising livestock and elk with our 4 
grandkids in tow. My husband and I are active in the Local Farm Bureau Chapter. 

Election Ballots will be Counted in Public at the Northern County FSA Office at 10:00 a.m. on 
December 10, 2015.  
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Southern County LAA -1 which Includes all of the following boroughs and census areas: Wade 
Hampton, Bethel, Dillingham, Bristol Bay, Lake & Peninsula, Aleutians East and West, Kodiak 
Island and the Kenai Peninsula Borough south of the Kasilof river (includes Homer and surrounding 
area). 

Christine Ford moved to Kodiak 20+ years ago when her husband was stationed there with the 
Coast Guard. She has been poultry farming for 8 years, and owns and operates Bells Flats Poultry. 
Christine operates a chick hatchery and orders poultry that she does not have on hand. Christine 
also sells eggs, chicks and adult birds, feed and other poultry supplies in the Kodiak area. 

Paulette Selkirk is a farmer originally from New Mexico. Her dad and uncle taught her about 
farming and running the business at a young age. Her passion was to grow up and have her own 
farming business one day. Her and her husband moved to Kodiak in 2009. She has been in the 
poultry business for over 15 years. She is the owner of Beaks n Feathers. Her husband, children 
and grandchildren help with the operations, building the next generation of farmers. She sells fresh 
eggs and adult meat chickens. Along with poultry she raises and sells mealworms for poultry, wild 
birds, reptiles and amphibians on the Island. Great source of protein and treat as well. 

Election Ballots will be Counted in Public at the Southern County FSA Office at 10:00 a.m. on 
December 11, 2015.  

For more information, visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. You may also contact 
your local USDA Service Center or FSA office. Visit http://offices.usda.gov to find an FSA office 
near you. 

 

USDA Offers Help to Fire-Affected Farmers and Ranchers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds farmers and ranchers affected by the recent 
wildfires in Alaska, California, Idaho, Oregon, Montana and Washington State that USDA has 
programs to assist with their recovery efforts.  

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist farmers and ranchers who lost livestock, grazing land, 
fences or eligible trees, bushes and vines as a result of a natural disaster. FSA administers a suite 
of safety-net programs to help producers recover from eligible losses, including the Livestock 
Indemnity Program, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program, the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program, and the Tree Assistance Program.  

In addition, the FSA Emergency Conservation Program provides funding and technical assistance 
for farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters and for carrying out 
emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought. Producers located in 
counties that received a primary or contiguous disaster designation are eligible for low-interest 
emergency loans to help them recover from production and physical losses. Compensation is also 
available to producers who purchased coverage through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program, which protects non-insurable crops against natural disasters that result in lower yields, 
crop losses or prevented planting.  

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) can assist producers with damaged grazing 
land as well as farmers, ranchers and forest land owners who find themselves in emergency 
situations caused by natural disasters. The NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
provides financial assistance to producers who agree to defer grazing on damaged land for two 
years. In the event that presidentially declared natural disasters, such as wildfires, lead to imminent 
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threats to life and property, NRCS can assist local government sponsors with the cost of 
implementing conservation practices to address natural resource concerns and hazards through the 
Emergency Watershed Protection Program.  

Farmers and ranchers with coverage through the federal crop insurance program administered by 
the Risk Management Agency (RMA) should contact their crop insurance agent to discuss losses 
due to fire or other natural causes of loss. Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through 
private crop insurance agents. A list of crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service 
Centers and online at the RMA Agent Locator. 

When wildfires destroy or severely damage residential property, Rural Development (RD) can assist 
with providing priority hardship application processing for single family housing. Under a disaster 
designation, RD can issue a priority letter for next available multi-family housing units. RD also 
provides low-interest loans to community facilities, water environmental programs, businesses and 
cooperatives and to rural utilities.  

For the first time in its 110-year history, the Forest Service, part of USDA, is spending more than 50 
percent of its budget to suppress the nation's wildfires.  

Today, fire seasons are 78 days longer than in the 1970s. Since 2000, at least 10 states have had 
their largest fires on record. This year, there have been more than 46,000 fires. Increasing 
development near forest boundaries also drives up costs, as more than 46 million homes and more 
than 70,000 communities are at risk from wildfire in the United States.  

Visit http://go.usa.gov/3eDeF to learn more about USDA disaster preparedness and response. For 
more information on USDA disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA Service 
Center. To find your local USDA Service Center go to http://offices.usda.gov   

 

Areas in Alaska Eligible for Emergency Loans Following 
Presidential Disaster Declaration 
Primary area North Slope Borough and contiguous areas Northwest Arctic Borough and Yukon-
Koyukuk Census Area were declared disasters due to a severe storm that occurred on August 27, 
2015.  Under this designation, producers with operations in any primary or contiguous county are 
eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.  

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.  

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan 
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent 
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of 
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.  

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/ewp/
http://www.rma.usda.gov/
http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html
http://www.rd.usda.gov/
http://www.fs.fed.us/
http://go.usa.gov/3eDeF
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of 
Farmers and Ranchers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced a commitment by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) to prioritize $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and 
services that serve new and beginning farmers and ranchers. Deputy Secretary Harden also 
announced a new, tailored web tool designed to connect burgeoning farm entrepreneurs with 
programs and resources available to help them get started.  

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on 
feedback from new and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity 
with programs and resources as a challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site 
features advice and guidance on everything a new farm business owner needs to know, from writing 
a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes as a new small business 
owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use the site’s 
Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and services 
that may meet their needs.  

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, 
USDA has set a new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 
6.6 percent across key USDA programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded 
outreach and commitment based on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning 
farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new markets, 
supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having access to relevant 
training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards 
meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available 
at: BFR-Commitment-Factsheet. 

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 
percent of farmland in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we 
have no time to lose in getting more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is 
encouraging young people to pursue careers in industries that support American agriculture. 
According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college graduates is 
agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the United 
States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s degree or higher in 
agriculture related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women 
make up more than half of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment 
higher education graduates in the United States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets 
showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.  

Today’s announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong 
next generation of farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market 
opportunities; extending conservation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; 
and increasing outreach and technical support. To learn more about USDA’s efforts, visit the  
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page. 
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Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.  

 

Producers are Reminded to Complete NASS Crop Surveys 
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) Field Offices are currently completing 2015 
small grain yield surveys and will contact growers in December to complete row crop yield surveys.  
If you are one of the producers contacted to complete a 2015 yield survey, we encourage your 
participation and cooperation as many USDA agencies including the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
and Risk Management Agency (RMA) use the NASS yield data for their programs.   

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, conservation, disaster programs, loan and 
commodity programs. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, FSA uses the NASS county yield data to calculate 
Agriculture Risk Coverage – County (ARC-CO) benchmark revenues and current year county 
revenues. For example, the 2014 NASS county yield, along with the crop’s marketing year average 
price (MYA), are used to determine the county’s current year revenue to determine if the county will 
trigger an ARC-CO payment. An ARC-CO payment is triggered for a county when the current year 
revenue falls below the guarantee revenue for the crop and crop year. In cases where NASS county 
yield data is not available, the FSA State Committee must determine a county yield using RMA yield 
data or the best available yield data, including assigning a county yield using neighboring county 
yields from NASS or RMA.   

Any information that producers provide to NASS is kept confidential and protected by federal 
law. NASS publishes only aggregate-level data, ensuring that no individual operation or producer 
can be identified. All reports will be available at www.nass.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Extends Deadline to Increase Protections for Forage 
Crop Losses 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) deadline for producers to obtain or modify higher levels of 
coverage through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) to protect against poor 
forage crop quality because of drought or other natural disasters where the forage is intended for 
mechanical harvest has been extended to Nov. 13, 2015.  
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For some 2016 forage crops, the application deadline for NAP occurred before information became 
available to measure losses due to quality that could influence loss payments, so the deadline was 
extended so that producers have more time to decide what type of modified coverage works best for 
their operation. 

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program protects agricultural crops for which crop 
insurance is not available from losses due to natural disasters, such as drought, freeze, hail, 
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes. The program offers basic coverage at 55 percent 
of the average market price for crop losses exceeding 50 percent of expected production, and 
higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average 
market price. Higher coverage is not available on grazing crops. However, the extension does not 
afford producers the opportunity to purchase basic 50/55 NAP coverage. 

Producers interested in adjusting their NAP coverage must submit the appropriate paperwork to 
their local FSA county office before the Nov. 13 deadline. To find your local USDA Service Center 
go to http://offices.usda.gov. For more details on the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services 
Local Offices Issue Receipts for Services Provided 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to 
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs. 

As part of FSA’s mission to provide enhanced customer service, producers who visit FSA will 
receive documentation of services requested and provided. From December through June, FSA 
issued more than 327,000 electronic receipts. 

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance 
requested from FSA, the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development 
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program 
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity.  

In some cases, a form or document – such as a completed and signed program enrollment form –
serve as the customer receipt instead of a printed or electronic receipt. A service is any information, 
program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.  

To learn more about FSA, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or to find your local USDA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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