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The Importance of Responding to NASS 
Surveys 
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts 
hundreds of surveys every year and prepares reports covering 
virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture. 

If you receive a survey questionnaire, please respond quickly and 
online if possible. 

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA 
farm programs, such as soil rental rates for the Conservation 
Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-
level data is critical for USDA farm payment determinations. Survey 
responses also help associations, businesses and policymakers 
advocate for their industry and help educate others on the 
importance of agriculture. 
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To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/md 

  

  

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only 
aggregate data, ensuring that no individual operation or producer 
can be identified. 

NASS data is available online at nass.usda.gov/Publications and 
through the searchable Quick Stats database. Watch a video on 
how NASS data is used at youtube.com/watch?v=m-
4zjnh26io&feature=youtu.be. 

 

 

 
Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right 
for You? 
Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters and unforeseen 
events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk Management Agency. The Farm 
Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers 
another option to obtain coverage against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial 
assistance to producers of non-insured crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower 
yields, crop losses, or prevents crop planting. 

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not available 
are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those grown specifically for food, fiber, 
livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased products, or be commodities such as value loss crops 
like Christmas trees and ornamental nursery, honey, maple sap, and many others. Contact your 
FSA office to see which crops are eligible in your state and county. 

 Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or 
hurricanes, earthquake, flood. These events must occur during the NAP policy coverage period, 
before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly affect the eligible crop. For guidance on 
causes of loss not listed, contact your local FSA county office. 

Interested producers must apply for coverage using FSA form CCC-471, “Application for Coverage,” 
and pay the applicable service fee at the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These 
must be filed by the application closing date. Closing dates vary by crop, so it is important to contact 
your local FSA office as soon as possible to ensure you don’t miss an application closing date.  

At the time of application, each producer will be provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions, which 
describes how NAP works and all the requirements you must follow to maintain NAP coverage. 
NAP participants must provide accurate annual reports of their production in non-loss years to 
ensure their NAP coverage is beneficial to their individual operation.  

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of crops and 
number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/md
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FPublications%2Findex.php%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5da462803c2d4a87013708d8a205ad96%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637437492558320592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=oQ1%2FmeISYGqzyy7g44%2B8dT2v%2Bc1E573lx8LPhFo0eCA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fquickstats.nass.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5da462803c2d4a87013708d8a205ad96%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637437492558320592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=CpTkGfoFYsJ15HLgWzCRBn4TXdV1hUebc6PFuVrR2bo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Ffeature%3Dyoutu.be%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26v%3Dm-4zjnh26io&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5da462803c2d4a87013708d8a205ad96%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637437492558330562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=uk2lHFYkwGiuFIy8HaIXDuvIPyEAtDxXWVTVRYd6dIw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Ffeature%3Dyoutu.be%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26v%3Dm-4zjnh26io&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5da462803c2d4a87013708d8a205ad96%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637437492558330562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=uk2lHFYkwGiuFIy8HaIXDuvIPyEAtDxXWVTVRYd6dIw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintranet.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdam%2Fffasforms%2Fcurrentforms.asp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5da462803c2d4a87013708d8a205ad96%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637437492558330562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=5zecS10fe7tqWd3URwHAa%2FFQQ0Rbp55dTq14RLEu9Wc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintranet.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdam%2Fffasforms%2Fcurrentforms.asp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5da462803c2d4a87013708d8a205ad96%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637437492558330562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=5zecS10fe7tqWd3URwHAa%2FFQQ0Rbp55dTq14RLEu9Wc%3D&reserved=0


or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with 
farming interests in multiple counties. Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of 
coverage with a maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity depending on the 
maximum payment limitation that may apply to the NAP covered producer. The service fee can be 
waived for beginning, qualifying veteran, and limited resource farmers and rancher., These farmers 
and ranchers can also receive a 50 percent reduction in the premium. 

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started with NAP, we 
recommend you contact your local USDA service center. 

 
Signature Policy 
Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in 
program benefits. 

The following are FSA signature guidelines:  

• A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
• For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent 

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be 
liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc. 

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form 
or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - 
John W. Smith is on the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or 
Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.  

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable 
program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful 
transmission and receipt of FAXED information.  

Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:  

• Promissory note 
• Assignment of payment 
• Joint payment authorization 
• Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase 

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either 
has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the 
county office.  

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint 
ventures, corporations or other similar entities.  Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on 
behalf of the other in order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.  

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all 
members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of 
each other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority 
is provided to the county office. Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, 
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corporations, estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, 
individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity. 

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office. 

 
FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers 
Impacted by COVID-19  
Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers 

 USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan 
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans 
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In 
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one 
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster. 

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside 
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations 
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office. 

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to 
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to 
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current 
production cycle. 

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for 
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants 
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and 
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed 
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office 
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature.  Some 
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the 
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program 
applications and payments.  Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request 
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an 
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in. 

 
FSA Outlines MAL Policy  
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs). 

MALs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other 
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim 
financing after harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities 
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, 
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but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan 
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2020 MALs for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests 
for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective 
commodities. 

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for 
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), 
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the 
posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity 
under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs)  are no longer subject to payment limitations, actively engaged in 
farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI 
exceeds $900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG. You must have a valid CCC-941 on 
file to earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity 
certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your County USDA Service 
Center  visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Using FSA Direct Farm Ownership Loans for Construction 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. 
FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to 
$50,000. 

Direct Farm Ownership Loans can be used to construct, purchase or improve farm dwellings, 
service buildings or other facilities, and to make improvements essential to an operation. 

Applicants must provide FSA with an estimate of the total cost of all planned development that 
completely describe the work, prior to loan approval and must show proof of sufficient funds to pay 
for the total cost of all planned development at or before loan closing. In some instances, applicants 
may be asked to provide certified plans, specifications or contract documents. The applicant cannot 
incur any debts for materials or labor or make any expenditures for development purposes prior to 
loan closing with the expectation of being reimbursed from FSA funds. 

Construction and development work may be performed either by the contract method or the 
borrower method. Under the contract method, construction and development contractors perform 
work according to a written contract with the applicant or borrower. If applying for a direct loan to 
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finance a construction project, the applicant must obtain a surety bond that guarantees both 
payment and performance in the amount of the construction contract from a construction contractor. 

A surety bond is required when a contract exceeds $100,000. An authorized agency official 
determines that a surety bond appears advisable to protect the borrower against default of the 
contractor or a contract provides for partial payments in excess of the amount of 60 percent of the 
value of the work in place. 

Under the borrower method, the applicant or borrower will perform the construction and 
development work. The borrower method may only be used when the authorized agency official 
determines, based on information from the applicant, that the applicant possesses or arranges to 
obtain the necessary skill and managerial ability to complete the work satisfactorily and that such 
work will not interfere with the applicant’s farming operation or work schedule. 

Potential applicants should visit with FSA early in the initial project planning process to ensure 
environmental compliance. 

For more eligibility requirements and information about FSA Loan programs, contact your County 
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Dates to Remember 
December 24th Offices Closed for Christmas Eve 
December 25th Offices Closed for Christmas Day 
January 1st Offices Closed for New Years Day 
January 15th Seafood Trade Relief Program Deadline 
January 18th Offices Closed for Martin Luther King Day 
February 12th CRP General Sign-Up Deadline 
March 15th 2021 ARC/PLC Election & Enrollment Deadline  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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