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North Dakota FSA eNews 
All North Dakota USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-
person visits or require appointments. Service Center staff members from FSA and NRCS will 
continue to work with producers by phone, email, and digital tools like Microsoft Teams, Box, and 
OneSpan. Producers can learn more about how to leverage these digital offerings by visiting 
https://www.farmers.gov/mydocs. 
 
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, or any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. 
Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or 
recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors are also required to 
wear a face covering during their appointment. More information on Service Center status can be 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/2c04f06
https://www.farmers.gov/mydocs?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


found at https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status, and contact information for 
local Service Centers is available at https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator. 
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Farewell to former State Executive 
Director- Brad Thykeson  
Brad Thykeson of Portland, ND was selected just over three years 
ago by the Trump Administration to serve as the Farm Service 
Agency’s State Executive Director for North Dakota.   

North Dakota FSA was very grateful for Mr. Thykeson’s passion for 
agriculture, and commitment to North Dakota farmers and ranchers. 

 
NDSU Extension, FSA to Host Quality 
Loss Adjustment Program Webinar- 
Today 
Producers will have an opportunity to learn about the Quality 
Loss Adjustment Program during a webinar TODAY, Feb. 10 @ 
11 a.m. central time.  
 
Producers who intend to apply for assistance through the Quality 
Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program will have an opportunity to learn 
about the program during a webinar that North Dakota State 
University Extension and the Farm Service Agency (FSA) are 
hosting on Wednesday, Feb. 10, at 11 a.m. Central time. 

On Jan. 6, the FSA started accepting applications for QLA, which 
provides assistance to producers who suffered eligible crop quality 
losses due to natural disasters occurring in 2018 and 2019. The 
deadline to apply for QLA is Friday, March 5, 2021. 

“Natural disasters in 2018 and 2019 caused many ag producers to 
experience crop quality losses,” says Brian Haugen, acting state 
executive director for the North Dakota FSA. “Many of the eligible 
producers have already received compensation for quantity losses, 
and this program has been designed to provide quality loss disaster 
assistance as added relief for those disaster occurring events.” 

The webinar will provide guidance for producers on the application 
process, along with the following topics that will be discussed: 

• Eligible crops 
• Qualifying disaster events 
• Applying for QLA 
• Payment calculations and limitations 
• Future insurance coverage requirements 

“The QLA guidelines and application process is fairly complex, so 
this webinar will be a valuable opportunity to learn more about the 
program,” says Ron Haugen, NDSU Extension farm management 
specialist. 

https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


To register for the webinar, visit 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/farmmanagement/qla-webinar. 

Participants may ask questions during the live webinar. The 
webinar will be recorded and the recording will be archived at 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/farmmanagement for later viewing. For 
more information on QLA, visit https://fsa.usda.gov or contact 
your local FSA county office. 

 
 

 
Quality Loss Assistance Now Available for Eligible Producers 
Affected by 2018, 2019 Natural Disasters  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that 
signup for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program will begin Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021. Funded 
by the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020, this new program provides assistance to 
producers who suffered eligible crop quality losses due to natural disasters occurring in 2018 and 
2019. The deadline to apply for QLA is Friday, March 5, 2021. 

Eligible Crops 

Eligible crops include those for which federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage is available, except for grazed crops and value loss crops, 
such as honey, maple sap, aquaculture, floriculture, mushrooms, ginseng root, ornamental nursery, 
Christmas trees, and turfgrass sod. 

Additionally, crops that were sold or fed to livestock or that are in storage may be eligible; however, 
crops that were destroyed before harvest are not eligible. Crop quality losses occurring after 
harvest, due to deterioration in storage, or that could have been mitigated, are also not eligible. 

Assistance is based on a producer’s harvested affected production of an eligible crop, which must 
have had at least a 5% quality loss ref lected through a quality discount; or for forage crops, a 
nutrient loss, such as total digestible nutrients. 

Qualifying Disaster Events 

Losses must have been a result of a qualifying disaster event (hurricane, excessive moisture, flood, 
qualifying drought, tornado, typhoon, volcanic activity, snowstorm, or wildfire) or related condition 
that occurred in calendar years 2018 and/or 2019. 

Assistance is available for eligible producers in counties that received a qualifying Presidential 
Emergency Disaster Declaration or Secretarial Disaster Designation because of one or more of the 
qualifying disaster events or related conditions. 

Lists of counties with Presidential Emergency Disaster Declarations and Secretarial Disaster 
Designations for all qualifying disaster events for 2018 and 2019 are available here. For drought, 
producers are eligible for QLA if the loss occurred in an area within a county rated by the U.S. 
Drought Monitor as having a D3 (extreme drought) or higher intensity level during 2018 or 2019.  

Producers in counties that did not receive a qualifying declaration or designation may still apply but 
must also provide supporting documentation to establish that the crop was directly affected by a 
qualifying disaster event. 

To determine QLA eligibility and payments, FSA considers the total quality loss caused by all 
qualifying natural disasters in cases where a crop was impacted by multiple events. 
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Applying for QLA 

When applying, producers are asked to provide verifiable documentation to support claims of quality 
loss or nutrient loss in the case of forage crops. For crops that have been sold, grading must have 
been completed within 30 days of harvest, and for forage crops, a laboratory analysis must have 
been completed within 30 days of harvest. 

Some acceptable forms of documentation include sales receipts from buyers, settlement sheets, 
truck or warehouse scale tickets, written sales contracts, similar records that represent actual and 
specific quality loss information, and forage tests for nutritional values. 

Payments Calculations and Limitations 

QLA payments are based on formulas for the type of crop (forage or non-forage) and loss 
documentation submitted. Based on this documentation FSA is calculating payments based on the 
producer’s own individual loss or based on the county average loss. More information on payments 
can be found on farmers.gov/quality-loss. 

FSA will issue payments once the application period ends. If  the total amount of calculated QLA 
payments exceeds available program funding, payments will be prorated. 

For each crop year, 2018, 2019 and 2020, the maximum amount that a person or legal entity may 
receive, directly or indirectly, is $125,000. Payments made to a joint operation (including a general 
partnership or joint venture) will not exceed $125,000, multiplied by the number of persons and legal 
entities that comprise the ownership of the joint operation. A person or legal entity is ineligible for 
QLA payment if the person’s or legal entity’s average Adjusted Gross Income exceeds $900,000, 
unless at least 75% is derived from farming, ranching or forestry-related activities. 

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements 

All producers receiving QLA Program payments are required to purchase crop insurance or NAP 
coverage for the next two available crop years at the 60% coverage level or higher. Wildlife and 
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus (WHIP+) participants who already met the WHIP+ requirement 
to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage are considered to have thereby met the requirement 
to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage for QLA. If  eligible, QLA participants may meet the 
insurance purchase requirement by purchasing Whole-Farm Revenue Protection coverage offered 
through USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

More Information For more information, visit farmers.gov/quality-loss, or contact your local USDA 
Service Center. Producers can also obtain one-on-one support with applications by calling 877-508-
8364. 

 
March 15 Last Day to Complete Enrollment for 2021 
Agriculture Risk Coverage, Price Loss Coverage Programs 
Call Today About 2021 Crop Year Eligibility 

Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2021 must do so by March 15. Producers who have not yet 
signed a 2021 enrollment contract or who want to make an election change should contact their 
local USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to make an appointment. Program enrollment for 
2021 is required in order to participate in the programs, but elections for the 2021 crop year are 
optional and otherwise remain the same as elections made for 2020. 

ARC and PLC provide income support to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or revenues 
and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms.  
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Although 1,033,310 contracts have been completed to date, this represents less than 59% of the 
more than 1.7 million contracts anticipated by the Agency. By enrolling soon, producers can beat 
the rush as the deadline nears. 

Producers who do not complete enrollment by close of business local time on Monday, March 15 
will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2021 crop year and will be ineligible to receive a payment 
should one trigger for an eligible crop. 

ARC and PLC contracts can be emailed, faxed or physically signed and mailed back to FSA. 
Producers with level 2 eauthentication access can electronically sign contracts. Service Center staff 
can also work with producers to sign and securely transmit contracts electronically through two 
commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. You can learn more about these solutions at 
farmers.gov/mydocs. Producers may also make arrangements to drop off signed contracts at the 
FSA county office. Please call ahead for local mailing or drop off information and options for 
submitting signed contracts electronically. 

Producers are eligible to enroll on farms with base acres for the following commodities: barley, 
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, 
oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium- and short-grain rice, safflower seed, 
seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

Yield Data and Web-Based Decision Tools Available 

FSA recently updated the annual and benchmark yields for ARC/PLC program years 2019, 2020 
and 2021. This data is useful to producer in choosing to participate in either ARC or PLC. 

Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are also available through the following 
North Dakota State University resource/site: https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/farmmanagement/tools 

For added assistance with ARC and PLC decisions, USDA also partnered with the University of 
Illinois and Texas A&M University to offer web-based decision tools to assist producers in making 
informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective farming operations. These 
additional tools include: 

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of Illinois tool that offers farmers the 
ability to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and 
PLC. 

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool that allow producers to analyze payment 
yield updates and expected payments for 2019 and 2020. Producers who have used the 
tool in the past should see their username and much of their farm data will already be 
available in the system. 

Crop Insurance Considerations 

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact eligibility for some crop 
insurance products. Producers who elect and enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing 
Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider. Producers of 
covered commodities who elect ARC are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres. 

Unlike SCO, RMA’s Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by participating in ARC for the 
same crop, on the same acres. You may elect ECO regardless of your farm program election. 

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for 
the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres. 

More Information  
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For more information on ARC and PLC including web-based decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-
plc. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or 
require appointments. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with NRCS, Farm 
Service Agency, or any other Service Center agency should call ahead and schedule an 
appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors based on 
health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors 
are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our program delivery staff will 
continue to work with our producers by phone, email, and using online tools. More information can 
be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus . 

Visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator to find location and contact information for the nearest FSA 
county office. 

 
USDA Temporarily Suspends Debt Collections, Foreclosures 
and Other Activities on Farm Loans for Several Thousand 
Distressed Borrowers Due to Coronavirus  
Due to the national public health emergency, USDA today announced the temporary 
suspension of past-due debt collections and foreclosures for distressed borrowers. 

Due to the national public health emergency caused by coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced the temporary suspension of past-due debt 
collections and foreclosures for distressed borrowers under the Farm Storage Facility Loan and the 
Direct Farm Loan programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

USDA will temporarily suspend non-judicial foreclosures, debt offsets or wage garnishments, and 
referring foreclosures to the Department of Justice. USDA will work with the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
to stop judicial foreclosures and evictions on accounts that were previously referred to the 
Department of Justice. Additionally, USDA has extended deadlines for producers to respond to loan 
servicing actions, including loan deferral consideration for financially distressed and delinquent 
borrowers. In addition, for the Guaranteed Loan program, flexibilities have been made available to 
lenders to assist in servicing their customers. 

Today’s announcement by USDA expands previous actions undertaken by the Department to 
lessen f inancial hardship. According to USDA data, more than 12,000 borrowers—approximately 
10% of  all borrowers—are eligible for the relief announced today. Overall, FSA lends to more than 
129,000 farmers, ranchers and producers. 

The temporary suspension is in place until further notice and is expected to continue while the 
national COVID-19 disaster declaration is in place. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency provides several different loans for producers, which fall under two 
main categories: 

• Guaranteed loans are made and serviced by commercial lenders, such as banks, the Farm 
Credit System, credit unions and other non-traditional lenders. FSA guarantees the lender’s 
loan against loss, up to 95%. 

• Direct loans are made and serviced by FSA using funds from the federal government. 

The most common loan types are Farm Ownership, Farm Operating and Farm Storage Facility 
Loans, with Microloans for each:  

• Farm Ownership: Helps producers purchase or enlarge a farm or ranch, construct a new or 
improve an existing farm or ranch building, pay closing costs and pay for soil and water 
conservation and protection. 
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• Farm Operating: Helps producers purchase livestock and equipment and pay for minor real 
estate repairs and annual operating expenses. 

• Farm Storage Facility Loans are made directly to producers for the construction of cold or 
dry storage and includes handling equipment and mobile storage such as refrigerated 
trucks. 

• Microloans: Direct Farm Ownership, Operating Loans and Farm Storage Facility Loans 
have a shortened application process and reduced paperwork designed to meet the needs 
of  smaller, non-traditional and niche-type operations. 

Contact FSA 

FSA encourages producers to contact their county office to discuss these programs and temporary 
changes to farm loan deadlines and the loan servicing options available. For Service Center contact 
information, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. For servicing information, access farmers.gov. 

 
USDA Announces Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance 
Loans Now Extended to 12 Months 
Agricultural producers now have more time to repay Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) as part of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021. The loans now mature at 12 months rather than nine, 
and this f lexibility is available for most commodities. 

The maturity extension applies to nonrecourse loans for crop years 2020 and 2021. Eligible open 
loans must be in good standing with a maturity date of July 31, 2021, or later or new crop year 
(2020 or 2021) loans requested by September 30, 2021. All new loans requested by September 30, 
2021, will have a maturity date 12 months following the date of approval. 

Producers who do not wish to extend their loan maturity date, may repay by the end of the original 
nine-month maturity date. 

Eligible commodities include barley, chickpeas (small and large), corn,  dry peas, grain sorghum, 
honey, lentils, mohair, oats, soybeans, unshorn pelts, wheat, wool (graded and nongraded); and 
other oilseeds, including canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sunflower 
seed, and sesame seed. 

 
USDA Extends General Signup for Conservation Reserve 
Program  
Biden Administration Considers Changes to Bolster Effectiveness of Program and 
Recommits to Making CRP a Cornerstone of Conservation Programming 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
General Signup period, which had previously been announced as ending on Feb. 12, 2021.  USDA 
will continue to accept offers as it takes this opportunity for the incoming Administration to evaluate 
ways to increase enrollment.  Under the previous Administration, incentives and rental payment 
rates were reduced resulting in an enrollment shortfall of over 4 million acres.  The program, 
administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides annual rental payments for 10 to 15 
years for land devoted to conservation purposes, as well as other types of payments. 

Before the General CRP signup period ends, producers will have the opportunity to adjust or 
resubmit their offers to take advantage of planned improvements to the program.  

As one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the United States, CRP provides both 
economic and conservation benefits by taking land out of agricultural production.  Program 
successes include: 
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• Sequestering in soils and plants over 12 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
(CO2e), or about the same amount that the entire state of Delaware emits annually. 

• Preventing more than 2 billion tons of soil from being blown away by wind erosion over the 
life of currently enrolled acres. 

• Reducing phosphorous reaching streams by almost 85 million pounds, nitrogen by nearly 
450 million pounds, and sediment by over 160 million tons in 2020 alone. 

• Creating more than 2.3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 
177,000 stream miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go around the world 
seven times. 

• Establishing over a half million acres of dedicated pollinator habitat and nearly 15 million 
more acres of diverse plantings that provide forage for pollinators. 

• Increasing populations of ducks and other game birds, prairie chickens, and such grassland 
songbirds as Baird’s Sparrow. CRP in the Northern Great Plains supports an estimated 
8.6% of the grassland bird population. 

• Increasing habitat that supports economic opportunities, such as job creation, related to 
hunting and fishing activities. 

This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land for the first time or re-enroll land 
under existing contracts that will be expiring Sept. 30, 2021.  All interested producers, including 
those on Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to contact their local USDA 
Service Center for more information. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that restrict in-person visits or 
require appointments. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency should call ahead and 
schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors 
based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere to social distancing guidelines. 
Visitors are also required to wear a face covering during their appointment. Our program delivery 
staf f will continue to work with our producers by phone, email, and using online tools. More 
information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 
FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove 
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve 
environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land 
cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for 
land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. 

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation 
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to 
competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the 
land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the 
statutory cap. 

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, please contact your local County 
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 
Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of 
normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the 
wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. 
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For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock 
deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry 
and management. 

For 2020 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first 
apparent. You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no 
later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition 
occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.6% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 
2021. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk 
Protection Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 
The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection 
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available. You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop 
insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2021/CropCriteria.aspx. 

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent 
increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed 
directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent 
of  the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected 
production. Buy-up levels of NAP coverage are available if the producer can show at least one year 
of  previously successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested. NAP basic 
coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production.    

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.   

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic 
level coverage. 

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service 
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.  

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
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http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

 
Unauthorized Disposition of Grain Results in Financial 
Penalties  
If  loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without 
prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The 
f inancial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and your name will be placed on a loan 
violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the 
Staf ford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project 
proposal before starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact your local 
FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of environmental review is 
required for your program application so that it can be completed timely 

 
Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 
If  you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs), and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs), it may be because you have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross 
Income Certification. 

If  you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive payments. 
All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. 

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021. Unlike the past, you must have the 
CCC-941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 
Actively Engaged Provisions for Non-Family Joint Operations 
or Entities 
Many Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs require all program participants, either individuals or 
legal entities, to be “actively engaged in farming.” This means participants provide a significant 
contribution to the farming operation, whether it is capital, land, equipment, active personal labor 
and/or management. For entities, each partner, stockholder, or member with an ownership interest, 
must contribute active personal labor and/or management to the operation on a regular basis that is 
identifiable and documentable as well as separate and distinct from contributions of any other 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fprodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2FAgentLocator%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd5f2939d3ffb473cda9508d8cddb7e0a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637485689891768267%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=w1kI7B%2B2K%2FLBePUIKN0NsiWcRgKqBFl5W1quRZvs63g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fewebapp.rma.usda.gov%2Fapps%2Fcostestimator%2FDefault.aspx%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd5f2939d3ffb473cda9508d8cddb7e0a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637485689891768267%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AH3auE9TJyFJWnSWOw%2BXnJvW86wLq8E7UYPXeCp5LyM%3D&reserved=0


member. Members of joint operations must have a share of the profits or losses from the farming 
operation commensurate with the member’s contributions to the operation and must make 
contributions to the farming operation that are at risk for a loss, with the level of risk being 
commensurate with the member’s claimed share on the farming operation. 

Joint operations comprised of non-family members or partners, stockholders, or persons with an 
ownership in the farming operation must meet additional payment eligibility provisions. Joint 
operations comprised of family members are exempt from these additional requirements. For 2016 
and subsequent crop years, non-family joint operations can have one member that may use a 
significant contribution of active personal management exclusively to meet the requirements to be 
determined “actively engaged in farming.” The person or member will be defined as the farm 
manager for the purposes of administering these management provisions. 

Non-family joint operations may request to add up to two additional managers for their farming 
operation based on the size and/or complexity of the operation. If additional farm managers are 
requested and approved, all members who contribute management are required to complete form 
CCC-902MR, Management Activity Record. The farm manager should use the form to record 
management activities including capital, labor, and agronomics, which includes crop selection, 
planting decisions, acquisition of inputs, crop management and marketing decisions. One form 
should be used for each month and the farm manager should enter the number of hours of time 
spent for each activity under the date of the month the actions were completed. The farm manager 
must also document if each management activity was completed on the farm or remotely. 

The records and supporting business documentation must be maintained and timely made available 
for review by the appropriate FSA reviewing authority, if requested. 

If  the farm manager fails to meet these requirements, their contribution of active personal 
management to the farming operation for payment eligibility purposes will be disregarded and their 
payment eligibility status will be re-determined for the applicable program year. 

In some instances, additional persons or members of a non-family member joint operation who 
meet the definition of farm manager may also be allowed to use such a contribution of active 
personal management to meet the eligibility requirements. However, under no circumstances may 
the number of farm managers in a non-family joint operation exceed a total of three in any given 
crop and program year. 

 
Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes 
of  address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file 
to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by 
lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to 
form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming 
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form 
CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your local USDA Service Center.  

 
Feeling Overwhelmed? FirstLink Offers Resources to Help 
Help is available if you, or someone you know, is in need of emotional support as a result of farm 
stress. You are not alone, and help is as easy as dialing 2 -1 -1. The FirstLink Helpline provides 
conf idential listening and support on a variety of topics, including financial assistance and mental 
health support. For help, or to connect to available resources, dial the 24-hour helpline at 2-1-1 or 
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701-235-7335 (SEEK). The 24-Hour Suicide Lifeline is 800-273-8255 (TALK). Find FirstLink online 
at http://myfirstlink.org/. 

 
February 2021 Loan and Interest Rates 
Commodity Loans: 1.125% 
Direct Operating Loans: 1.375% 
Farm Ownership Down Payment: 1.500% 
Farm Ownership Joint Financing: 2.500% 
Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 2.500% 
Emergency Loans Actual Loss: 2.375% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan 3 Year: 0.250% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan 5 Year: 0.375% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan 7 Year: 0.750% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan 10 Year: 1.000% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan 12 Year: 1.125% 

 
Calendar Deadlines 
February 15, 2021: Offices closed in observance of Presidents' Day 
March 1, 2021: Deadline for 2020 LIP Applications 
March 5, 2021: Deadline to apply for the Quality Loss Assistance Program  
March 15, 2021: ARC/PLC Election and Enrollment Deadline 
March 15, 2021: 2021 NAP Coverage - Spring Planted Crops 
March 15, 2021: 2021 NAP Coverage - Perennial and Other Forage 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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