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Laramie County Comments

Happy December Laramie County Farmers and Ranchers!

The Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and the Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Programs (ELAP) deadline is January 30,
2024. Please contact us to make an appointment for signing up.

There is currently a Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP) for wool and unshorn pelts. If you 2
would like to apply for this payment; please call the office to see if you are eligible, and for ===
more information. The deadline to sign up for any wool or unshorn pelts LDPs is January 31, 2024.

We hope you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Thank you for everything you do!
-Laramie County FSA

The office will be closed on Monday, December 25th, in observance of the Christmas Day Holiday and on
Monday, January 1st, in observance of the New Year's Day Holiday.

-Laramie County FSA & NRCS

Making Farm Reconstitutions

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the
farming operation.

To be effective for the current fiscal year, farm combinations and farm divisions must be requested by August
1 of the fiscal year for farms subject to the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
program. A reconstitution is considered to be requested when all of the required signatures are on FSA-155
and all other applicable documentation, such as proof of ownership, is submitted.

Total Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and non-ARC/PLC farms may be reconstituted at any time.

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon:

o Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in
settling an estate

e Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two
or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more
persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this method, the
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land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the buyer and
seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding

e DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract

o Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

For questions on your farm reconstitution, contact your Laramie County USDA Service Center at 307-772-
2314 ext. 2.

Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program
benefits.

The following are FSA signature guidelines:

e A married woman must sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe

e For a minor, FSA requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent

Note, by signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable for
refunds, liquidated damages, etc.

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form or be a
variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on
the form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as
Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.

FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable program
forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are responsible for the successful transmission and
receipt of FAXED information.

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an
interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office.

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations or other similar entities. Likewise, a spouse cannot sign a document on behalf of the other in
order to affirm the eligibility of oneself.

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership and bind all members
unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual
interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office.
Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts must consist
of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, individual’s name and capacity, or individual’'s name,
capacity, and name of entity.

For additional clarification on proper signatures contact your local FSA office.

Applying for FSA Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to establish,
maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved and serviced by FSA loan
officers.



Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to
finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real
estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair
buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan amount for
direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on
the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid
within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating
loan.

Producers Encouraged to Apply Now for USDA
Conservation Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is encouraging agricultural producers and forest landowners to
participate in voluntary conservation programs and adopt climate-smart practices in fiscal year 2024 as part of
President Biden’s Investing in America agenda. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is
accepting applications for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP) and Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), which help a wide variety of
producers, including urban and organic producers.

For fiscal year 2024, NRCS has $3 billion in Inflation Reduction Act funds to invest in climate-smart mitigation
activities. This year, NRCS expanded the list of those activities as well as expanded priority areas for ACEP
for grasslands, wetlands and farmlands at risk of conversion. Learn more about those expansions in our Sept.
28, 2023 news release.

Additionally, for fiscal year 2024, NRCS has over $2 billion in Farm Bill funding available to producers for
priorities like organic and urban agriculture, soil health, water quality and quantity and wildlife habitat
development. This extensive amount of funding will be used to meet producer demand for our
oversubscribed programs, maximize climate benefits and help producers address their natural resource
challenges.

NRCS accepts producer applications for its conservation programs year-round. To apply for fiscal year 2024
funding, apply by your state’s ranking date by contacting your local NRCS office.

Y

Laramie County

USDA Service Center

11221 US Hwy 30
Cheyenne, WY 82009
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Lori Meier
County Executive Director, FSA
307-274-9391

FSA Program Technicians:
Sarah Marquardt

Karla Warren

Hannah Hammack

Farm Loan Manager:

Rob Weppner
307-322-4050

County Committee:
Theron Anderson
Dave Bowman

T.J. Hollingsworth
Heidi Romsa

Phone: 307-772-2314
Fax: 855-415-3429

Tyler Therkildsen
District Conservation, NRCS

307-274-9398

NRCS Staff:

Thomas Tjepkes
Tami Jorns

Next COC Meeting:
TBA



mailto:lori.meier@usda.gov
mailto:tyler.therkildsen@usda.gov
mailto:sarah.marquardt@usda.gov
mailto:karla.warren@usda.gov
mailto:hannah.hammack@usda.gov
mailto:thomas.tjepkes@usda.gov
mailto:tamarah.jorns@usda.gov
mailto:rob.weppner@usda.gov

	Laramie County Comments
	Making Farm Reconstitutions
	Signature Policy
	Applying for FSA Direct Loans
	Producers Encouraged to Apply Now for USDA Conservation Programs 
	USDA Service Center

