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1BUSDA Opens Signup for Market 
Facilitation Program 
Enrollment Now Open through Dec. 6  

Signup is open for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) program to assist farmers who 
continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified trade 
retaliation from foreign nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide 
up to $14.5 billion in direct payments to impacted producers, part of 
a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The sign-up 
period runs through Dec. 6. 

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty 
and specialty crops as well as dairy and hog producers. 

Non-Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, 
canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, dry peas, extra-long staple 
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August Interest Rates: 

Farm Storage Facility 
Loans: 
3 year: 1.75% 
5 year: 1.75% 
7 year: 1.875% 
10 year: 2.0% 
12 year: 2.125% 

Commodity Loans: 3.0% 

Farm Loan Programs: 
Farm Operating: 2.875% 
Farm Ownership: 3.625% 
Conservation Loans: 3.625% 
Direct Down Payment: 1.5% 
Joint Financing: 2.5% 

  

cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, 
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame 
seed, small and large chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans, sunflower 
seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat. 

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county 
payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total plantings to the MFP-
eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are 
not dependent on which of those crops are planted in 2019. A 
producer’s total payment-eligible plantings cannot exceed total 
2018 plantings. View payment rates by county. 

Dairy and Hogs 

Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will 
receive a per hundredweight payment on production history, and 
hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of live 
hogs owned on a day selected by the producer between April 1 and 
May 15, 2019. 

Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, 
cranberries, cultivated ginseng, fresh grapes, fresh sweet cherries, 
hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each 
specialty crop will receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit 
or nut bearing plants, or in the case of ginseng, based on harvested 
acres in 2019. 

More Information 

Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and 
third tranches evaluated as market conditions and trade 
opportunities dictate. If conditions warrant, the second and third 
tranches will be made in November and early January. 

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-
specialty crops per person or legal entity. MFP payments are also 
limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a 
combined $250,000 for specialty crop producers. However, no 
applicant can receive more than $500,000. Eligible applicants must 
also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 
2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than $900,000, or 75 percent of the 
person’s or legal entity’s average AGI for those tax years must 
have been derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also 
comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland 
Conservation regulations. 

More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including 
payment information and a program application. 

 

 
 

 

 

2BDates To Remember 
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Aug 15 Acreage Reporting Deadline for cabbage and beans 

Aug 23 Continuous-CRP Sign-up Deadline 

Sep 2 All Offices Closed for Labor Day 

Sep 3 NAP Application Deadline for Garlic, Aquaculture, Christmas Trees, Finfish,  
Floriculture, Ginseng Root, Ginseng Seed, Mollusk, Mushrooms & Turf Grass Sod 

Sep 20    Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) Sign-up Deadline 

Sep 20 Margin Protection Program (MPP) Repayment Decision Deadline 

Sep 30 NAP Application Deadline for All Grasses, Mixed Forage Clover & Alfalfa 

Sep 30 NAP Deadline for All Fall & Spring Small Grains 

 

3BReport Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur 
due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, 
flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2019 crops. A notice of loss must be 
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 
days of the final harvest date. 

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of 
when a loss becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

4BProducers Urged to Consider NAP Risk Protection Coverage - 
Deadlines Approaching 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA crop risk 
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage, before the upcoming crop deadlines. 

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and 
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent 
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, 
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, 
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnap%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc12e8a57551b4ab602f508d720d56207%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637013973162536946&sdata=TmB0pMyvj138xxUWL87jCkpChDLNnjVttr3lzEYjO0I%3D&reserved=0


The following crops in New York have NAP application deadlines: 

September 3:  Garlic, Aquaculture, Christmas Trees, Floriculture, Mollusk, and Mushrooms. 

September 30:  All Grasses, Mixed Forage, Clover, and Alfalfa, and All Fall & Spring Small Grains. 

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx. 

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of 
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain 
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average 
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per 
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.   

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

5BUSDA Offers Producers Options to Re-enroll or Extend 
Expiring CRP Contracts - Due August 23 
Farmers and ranchers with expiring Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts may now re-
enroll in certain CRP continuous signup practices or, if eligible, select a one-year contract 
extension. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is also accepting offers from landowners who want 
to enroll for the first time in one of the country’s largest conservation programs. FSA’s 52nd signup 
for CRP runs from June 3 to August 23. 

This year’s CRP continuous signup includes practices such as grass waterways, filter strips, riparian 
buffers, wetland restoration and others. View a full list of practices approved for this signup.  
Continuous signup contracts last for 10 to 15 years. Soil rental rates are set at 90 percent of 2018 
rates. Incentive payments are not offered for these practices. 

Producers interested in applying for CRP continuous practices, including those under existing 
CREP agreements, or who want to extend their contract, should contact their USDA service 
center by August 23. 

To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. More information on CRP can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 

6BUSDA Now Making Payments for New Dairy Margin Coverage 
Program 
Income-over-feed margin for June triggers sixth payment for 2019 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) opened enrollment for the Dairy 
Margin Coverage (DMC) program on June 17 and has started issuing payments to producers who 
purchased coverage. Producers can enroll through Sept. 20, 2019. 

Authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill, DMC replaces the Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-
Dairy). The program offers protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all-milk 
price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the 
producer. To date, nearly 10,000 operations have signed up for the new program, and FSA has 
begun paying approximately $100 million to producers for January through May. 

June Margin Payment 

DMC provides coverage retroactive to January 1, 2019, with applicable payments following soon 
after enrollment. 

The June 2019 income over feed cost margin was $8.63 per hundredweight (cwt.), triggering the 
sixth payment for eligible dairy producers who purchase the $9.50 level of coverage under DMC. 
Payments for January, February, March, April and May also were triggered.  

Coverage Levels and MPP Reimbursements 

Dairy producers can choose coverage levels from $4 up to $9.50 at the time of signup. More than 
98 percent of the producers currently enrolled have elected $9.50 coverage on up to 95 percent of 
their production history. 

More Information 

On December 20, 2018, President Trump signed into law the 2018 Farm Bill, which provides 
support, certainty and stability to our nation’s farmers, ranchers and land stewards by enhancing 
farm support programs, improving crop insurance, maintaining disaster programs and promoting 
and supporting voluntary conservation. FSA is committed to implementing these changes as quickly 
and effectively as possible, and today’s updates are part of meeting that goal. 

For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage or contact your local USDA service center. 
To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 

7BNew Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for 
farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has 
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits 
for several loan products. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 
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Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov 
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest 
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and 
feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov. 

 

8BReport: Farmers Prevented from Planting Crops on More than 
19 Million Acres 
Agricultural producers reported they were not able to plant crops on more than 19.4 million acres in 
2019, according to a new report released by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). This marks 
the most prevented plant acres reported since USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) began releasing 
the report in 2007 and 17.49 million acres more than reported at this time last year. 

Of those prevented plant acres, more than 73 percent were in 12 Midwestern states, where heavy 
rainfall and flooding this year has prevented many producers from planting mostly corn, soybeans 
and wheat. 

Cover Crops 

USDA supported planting of cover crops on fields where farmers were not able to plant because of 
their benefits in preventing soil erosion, protecting water quality and boosting soil health. The report 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Ffund%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc12e8a57551b4ab602f508d720d56207%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637013973162596914&sdata=nuHI3uVVLvg4nRV9MeBE9AMVIr2icWZKCuqWUdWJ16w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Frecover%2Fdisaster-assistance-tool%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%23step-1&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc12e8a57551b4ab602f508d720d56207%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637013973162596914&sdata=uPRfZt7NGC5JfyY1HmK%2Bszk3471RVbSB4v%2BO7dx86no%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc12e8a57551b4ab602f508d720d56207%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637013973162606906&sdata=0i93dTZXm6SAJj250KNjWU65F6cCCvZP1ViNR8pomUQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fefoia%2Felectronic-reading-room%2Ffrequently-requested-information%2Fcrop-acreage-data%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc12e8a57551b4ab602f508d720d56207%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637013973162606906&sdata=k6KaeMFFChaIEzdjIPiPCD1cHhvfaor59qmplE%2FpUak%3D&reserved=0


showed where producers planted 2.71 million acres of cover crops so far in 2019, compared with 
2.14 million acres at this time in 2018 and 1.88 million at this time in 2017. 

To help make cover crops a more viable option, USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) adjusted 
the haying and grazing date of cover crops, and USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
held signups in select states that offered producers assistance in planting cover crops. Meanwhile, 
USDA added other flexibilities to help impacted producers, including adjusting the deadline to file 
acreage reports in select states. 

About the Report 

This data report aggregates information from crop acreage reports as of August 1, 2019, which 
producers file with FSA to maintain program eligibility and to calculate losses for various disaster 
assistance programs. The crop acreage data report outlines the number of acres planted, prevented 
from planting, and failed by crop, county and state. To find more information, view the Aug. 12 
report. 

Because some producers have not completed their filing and data are still being processed, FSA 
will make available subsequent data reports in September, October, November, December and 
January. You can find reports from 2007 to the present on FSA’s Crop Acreage Data webpage. 

To receive FSA program benefits, producers are required to submit crop acreage reports annually 
regarding all cropland uses on their farm. This report includes data for producers who had already 
filed for all deadlines in 2019, including the mid-July deadlines, which are for spring-seeded crops in 
many locations. 

Other Prevented Planting Indicators 

In addition to acreage reports filed with FSA, producers with crop insurance coverage for prevented 
planting file claims with their insurance providers. These claims are provided to RMA and may differ 
from the prevented planted acres reported to FSA. More information on prevented plant coverage is 
available on the RMA website. 

Official USDA estimates of total acres planted, harvested and to be harvested, yield, and production 
are available from USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service at nass.usda.gov. 

 

9BYouth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5,000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien 

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources 
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above 
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 

and assistance from a project advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>The 
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project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate 
supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 

 

10BEvery Season is #scamseason 
Remember to only discuss your USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) account information with people 
you recognize and trust. 

If you have questions about your FSA accounts, contact your local County FSA office.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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