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Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new 
ground for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s 
federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Hig  
Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  
Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and 
rotational requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or 
drainage type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as 
clearing any trees to create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to 
ensure such work will not risk your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land 
Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the 
proposed action and allow FSA to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is necessary.    

 
New Jersey’s District Director Retires 
Linda Brown has announced her retirement from the Farm Service Agency effective 
January 3rd. She started her 43 plus year career in the Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service (one of FSA’s two parent Agencies) as a temporary program 
assistant in Mercer County. Linda soon became permanent and later became a Mercer’s 
County Executive Director, before serving Statewide as District Director.   

 
USDA Climate Hub ‘Energy Generation and Efficiency’ 
Building Block 
Through the Agricultural Act of 2014, USDA has several authorities that encourage the 
adoption of renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies.  The Energy Generation 
and Efficiency Building Block supports energy efficiency improvements in rural homes and 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMTExLjY4NjA5NTIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDExMS42ODYwOTUyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODExNjA1JmVtYWlsaWQ9Z2Fib3IuZ3J1bnN0ZWluQG5qLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1nYWJvci5ncnVuc3RlaW5AbmoudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/17f6c1c
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMTExLjY4NjA5NTIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDExMS42ODYwOTUyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODExNjA1JmVtYWlsaWQ9Z2Fib3IuZ3J1bnN0ZWluQG5qLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1nYWJvci5ncnVuc3RlaW5AbmoudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nj
mailto:paul.hlubik@nj.usda.gov
mailto:kevin.murphy@nj.usda.gov
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwMTExLjY4NjA5NTIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDExMS42ODYwOTUyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODExNjA1JmVtYWlsaWQ9Z2Fib3IuZ3J1bnN0ZWluQG5qLnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1nYWJvci5ncnVuc3RlaW5AbmoudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=nj&agency=fsa


Important Dates: 

January 16 - Office  
Closed in honor of 
Dr.Martin Luther Kin  
Jr. day 

  

on farm operations, for example, through EQIP’s National On-Farm Energy Initiative. This 
Building Block also provides opportunities to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions 
from energy generation and use, for example, through the Rural Energy for America 
Program. To learn more about energy generation and efficiency opportunities from USDA 
click the following link: 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/building_blocks/10_EnergyGenerationEffic
iency.pdf  

For more information about the USDA Climate Hubs click here: 
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/. 

 

 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar year 2016 
must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date when the loss is 
apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program. TAP provides 
financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, 
bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.  

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery 
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for 
pulp or timber are ineligible.   

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality 
from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural 
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes 
and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from 
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for 
which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.  

 
USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of Farmers and 
Ranchers  
USDA prioritized $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and services that serve new and 
beginning farmers and ranchers. A new, tailored web tool was designed to connect burgeoning farm 
entrepreneurs with programs and resources available to help them get started.   

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on feedback from new 
and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity with programs and resources as 
a challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site features advice and guidance on everything a 
new farm business owner needs to know, from writing a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, 
to filing taxes as a new small business owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers 
can use the site’s Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and 
services that may meet their needs.   

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, USDA has set a 
new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 6.6 percent across key USDA 
programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm Bill, for a total investment value of 
approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded outreach and commitment based on their 
impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an 
operation, developing new markets, supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having 
access to relevant training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress 
towards meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available at: 
BFR-Commitment-Factsheet.  

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 percent of 
farmland in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we have no time to lose in 
getting more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is encouraging young people to pursue 
careers in industries that support American agriculture. According to an employment outlook report released by 
USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new 
college graduates is agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the 
United States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s degree or higher in agriculture 
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related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women make up more than half 
of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment higher education graduates in the United 
States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets showcasing the impact of women in agriculture 
nationwide.   

The announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong next generation of 
farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market opportunities; extending 
conservation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; and increasing outreach and technical 
support. To learn more about USDA’s efforts, visit the Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page.  

 
USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2017 
Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as 
the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can begin visiting FSA county 
offices starting Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will 
continue until Aug. 1, 2017. 
Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers on the farm must enroll by signing a 
contract each program year.   

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, the producers on that farm will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 crop should crop prices or farm revenues fall 
below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. Producers who made their 
elections in 2015 must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered commodities 
include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, 
oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), 
safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered 
commodity. For more details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish, maintain 
or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans.   
Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, 
insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor 
improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.   

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair 
buildings, and to make farm improvements.   

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a down payment 
is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to 
repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to 
exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating 
loan.  

 
USDA Announces Additional Financial Incentives for Conservation 
Reserve Program Participants to Improve Forest Health and Enhance 
Wildlife Habitat  
In an effort to improve wildlife habitat and the health of private forest lands, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced additional incentives available for Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) participants to actively manage forest lands enrolled in the program. 
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Under the provisions of the 2014 Farm Bill, $10 million is available nationwide to eligible CRP participants. Those 
selected will be encouraged to thin, prescribe burn or otherwise manage their forests in order to allow sunlight to 
reach the forest floor. This will encourage the development of grasses, forbs and legumes, benefitting numerous 
species including pollinators and grassland-dependent birds such as the northern bobwhite. 

Eligibility is limited to landowners and agricultural producers already enrolled in CRP with conservation covers 
primarily containing trees. Incentive payments, not to exceed 150 percent of the cost to implement a particular 
customary forestry activity as described, have been established. CRP participants meeting eligibility 
requirements and interested in making offers to participate should visit their local FSA county office. 

For more information about FSA conservation programs, visit the FSA office at the local USDA service center or 
go to www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. To locate the nearest FSA office, go to http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Report Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the 
federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for 
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, 
floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.  

For 2016, and subsequent years, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1st of the program year, and no later 
than 60 calendar days from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss 
must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  Participants must provide the 
following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after the end of the 
calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.   

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of growers contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult Beef 
Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 5%. These established percentages reflect 
losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses 
in 2016 and subsequent years must file both of the following:  

• A notice of loss 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent 
• An application for payment by March 31, of the subsequent year.  

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 

Foreign Buyers Notification  
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land 
to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for 
USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required 
to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could 
result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, 
Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of 
these reporting requirements.   

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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	New Jersey’s District Director RetiresLinda Brown has announced her retirement from the Farm Service Agency effective January 3rd. She started her 43 plus year career in the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service (one of FSA’s two parent Agencies) as a temporary program assistant in Mercer County. Linda soon became permanent and later became a Mercer’s County Executive Director, before serving Statewide as District Director.  
	USDA Climate Hub ‘Energy Generation and Efficiency’ Building BlockThrough the Agricultural Act of 2014, USDA has several authorities that encourage the adoption of renewable energy and energy efficiency technologies.  The Energy Generation and Efficiency Building Block supports energy efficiency improvements in rural homes and on farm operations, for example, through EQIP’s National On-Farm Energy Initiative. This Building Block also provides opportunities to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions from energy generation and use, for example, through the Rural Energy for America Program. To learn more about energy generation and efficiency opportunities from USDA click the following link: http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/building_blocks/10_EnergyGenerationEfficiency.pdf 
	Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar year 2016 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 
	USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of Farmers and Ranchers USDA prioritized $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and services that serve new and beginning farmers and ranchers. A new, tailored web tool was designed to connect burgeoning farm entrepreneurs with programs and resources available to help them get started.  
	USDA Announces Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2017Producers on farms with base acres under the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can begin visiting FSA county offices starting Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will continue until Aug. 1, 2017.
	Direct LoansFSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans.  
	USDA Announces Additional Financial Incentives for Conservation Reserve Program Participants to Improve Forest Health and Enhance Wildlife Habitat In an effort to improve wildlife habitat and the health of private forest lands, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced additional incentives available for Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants to actively manage forest lands enrolled in the program.
	Report Livestock LossesThe Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold. 
	Foreign Buyers Notification The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA. 

