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• Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed Forage Producers with NAP 
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Deadline  
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• USDA Offers Drought Impacted Montana Farmers and Ranchers Immediate Disaster 
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• Disaster Assistance for 2021 Livestock Forage Losses in 24 Montana counties  
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• USDA Emergency Haying and Grazing Eligibility  
• Ask the Expert: Understanding the U.S. Drought Monitor; a Q&A with Brian Fuchs  
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Keeping Track of Important Program Dates 

USDA in Montana reminds agricultural producers of upcoming Farm Service 
Agency dates and deadlines. Contact your local service center to apply and with 
any questions. (Click here for printable deadline poster.) 

Deadline TBA: Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP2) Signup 
Reopened April 5. Signup period will remain open for at least 60 days. 

May 15 to July 15: Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Primary Nesting 
Season Non-emergency Grazing (prior approval required, with 50% reduction in the carrying capacity) 

June 15: 2021 Nominations opened for 2021 FSA County Committee Elections 

July 12: First day of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands Signup 

July 15: 2020 ARC-IC Production Certification Deadline for Crops enrolled in ARC-IC 

July 15: 2021 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Hemp, Annually Seeded Spring Crops, Spring Seeded Alfalfa 
Seed, Forage Seeding, Conservation Reserve Program, Perennial Forage not covered under the NAP, and 
all other crops not required to be reported by a previous reporting date. This is the final date that FSA can 
accept late-filed 2020 reports for these crops. 

July 16: Last day of CRP Soil Health and Income Protection Program (SHIPP) Signup 

July 16: First day of CRP Summer/Fall Non-emergency Haying and Grazing Periods (prior approval required) 

July 23: Last day of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup 56 

Aug. 1:  Last day to bale Non-emergency hayed CRP. Bales must be removed within 15 days. 

Aug. 2: Last day to submit Nominations for 2021 FSA County Committee Elections to FSA 

Aug. 2: Deadline to request a farm reconstitution or farm transfer for 2021 

Aug. 6: Last day of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous and CLEAR30 Signup 55 

Aug. 20: Last day of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Grasslands Signup 

Sept. 1: 2022 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Coverage Application Closing Date for 
all Canola (Winter and Spring Seeded) and Value-Loss Crops such as Nursery, Christmas Trees, Grass Sod, 
Ginseng, Aquaculture, Floriculture, Root Stock Sets and Mushrooms 

Sept. 30: 2022 NAP Application for Coverage Deadline for Annual Fall-Seeded Crops, Perennial Forage and 
Grazing, Mixed Forage Crops (including spring seeded annual types of mixed forage), Rye, Speltz, Triticale, 
Wheat and Garlic 

Ongoing Notice of Loss Requirements 
It’s important for agricultural producers to report losses immediately as all disaster programs are dependent 
on the timely reporting of the loss. A notice of loss can be filed with USDA Farm Service Agency via phone, 
email, fax or scheduled office visit. 

• ELAP – Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program: 
Starting in 2020, producers will have 15 days from when the loss is first apparent, to file a honeybee 
notice of loss instead of 30 days,. This change provides consistency between ELAP and the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, which also has a 15-day notice of loss period for 
honey. For other covered livestock losses, including livestock feed, grazing and farm-raised fish 
losses, the notice of loss deadline for ELAP will remain 30 days from when the loss is first apparent to 
the producer.  
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• LIP - Livestock Indemnity Program: Submit Notice of Loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss 
is first apparent. Producers should document the adverse weather conditions and date(s) of weather 
events.  

• NAP – Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program: Submit Notice of Loss within 15 calendar 
days of the earlier of a natural disaster occurrence, the final planting date if planting is prevented by a 
natural disaster, the date that damage to the crop or loss of production becomes apparent; or the 
normal harvest date. Note: A producer’s signature is required on form CCC-576 when a Notice of 
Loss is submitted.  

• TAP - Tree Assistance Program: Final Date to Submit an Application and Supporting 
Documentation within 90 calendar days of: the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent to 
the producer.  

 

Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed 
Forage Producers with NAP Coverage 
For the 2021 and subsequent crop years, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing who elect to 
use independent assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods to establish their loss 
are no longer required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA. However, a CCC-576 Application for 
Payment form must be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days after the coverage period ends. 

Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units still must 
timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the crop first becomes 
apparent or within 15 days of harvest. 

 

Farm Service Agency Accepting Nominations for County 
Committee Members: Aug. 2 Deadline 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) began accepting nominations for 
county committee members on June 15. Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for 
these members who make important decisions about how federal farm programs are administered locally. All 
nomination forms for the 2021 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 2, 
2021. 

To be considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form or an FSA-669-A-
3 for urban county committees. The form and other information about FSA county committee elections are 
available at fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 1, 2021. To find your local USDA Service 
Center, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

2021 LAA Election Areas in Montana 
Producers can contact their local FSA office to submit election nominations. Click on a county name to view a 
description and map of the 2021 FSA Election LAA scheduled in your area: 2021 Montana LAA Election 
Areas by County - pdf 
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Visit FSA's election page to learn more about the FSA county committee elections. 

 

USDA Offers Drought Impacted Montana Farmers and 
Ranchers Immediate Disaster Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist you 
in your recovery efforts following drought. Available programs and loans include: 

• Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to producers 
of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur due to natural 
disasters including qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing). NAP Application for 
Coverage must have been obtained by the Sales Closing date to be eligible for this program.  

• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) – provides compensation to eligible livestock producers 
who suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased 
land (See LFP triggers in Montana below)  

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Drought is not an eligible adverse 
weather event, except when associated with anthrax, a condition that occurs because of drought and 
directly results in the death of eligible livestock.    

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree 
growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disasters including excessive wind 
and qualifying drought.  

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) - 
provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or 
other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster programs.  

• Emergency Loan Program – available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county 
under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest loans help 
producers recover from production and physical losses.  

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers 
to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters and to implement emergency water 
conservation measures in periods of severe drought.  

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, you must report prevented planting and failed acres (crops and 
grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

For more information on these programs, contact your USDA Service Center and visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

Disaster Assistance for 2021 Livestock Forage Losses in 
24 Montana counties 

Ten More MT Counties Triggered; U.S. Drought Monitor Updated Weekly 

Livestock producers in 24 Montana counties are eligible to apply for 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) benefits on small grain, native pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass, and forage 
sorghum. 
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LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately 
owned or leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire. 

The following 24 Montana counties have triggered the 2021 LFP drought criteria: Beaverhead, Blaine, 
Carter, Custer, Daniels, Dawson, Fallon, Fergus, Garfield, Golden Valley, Hill, McCone, Musselshell, 
Petroleum, Phillips, Powder River, Prairie, Richland, Roosevelt, Rosebud, Sheridan, Valley, 
Wheatland, and Wibaux. Producers must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation 
no later than January 31, 2022, for 2021 losses. 

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the local USDA 
Service Center and/or visit fsa.usda.gov/mt. 

 

ELAP Covers Losses from Additional Cost of Transporting 
Water to Livestock 
If you’ve incurred additional operating costs for transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought, 
assistance may be available to you through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

An eligible drought means that part or all of your county is designated D3 (extreme drought) or higher as 
indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

Eligible livestock must be adult or non-adult dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo and beefalo, as well as alpacas, 
deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer, or sheep. Additionally, the livestock must have been owned 
60 calendar days prior to the beginning of the drought and be physically located in the county designated as a 
disaster area due to drought. Adequate livestock watering systems or facilities must have existed before the 
drought occurred and producers are only eligible if they do not normally transport water to the livestock. 

Livestock that were or would have been in a feedlot are not eligible for transporting water. ELAP covers the 
additional cost of transporting water and does not cover the cost of the water itself. 

You must file a notice of loss on form CCC-851 the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent to 
you or by Jan. 31, 2022.  Additionally, the deadline to submit an application for payment for 2020 ELAP 
assistance is Jan. 31, 2022. 

You’ll have to provide documentation to FSA that shows the method used to transport the water, the number 
of gallons of water transported and the number of eligible livestock to which water was transported. 

To make an appointment to sign up for ELAP and to learn more about eligibility, application and 
documentation requirements, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Emergency Haying and Grazing Eligibility 

Eligible Counties Updated Weekly 

USDA Farm Service Agency announced changes for emergency haying and grazing use of acres enrolled in 
the Conservation Reserve Program last year. This included changes outlined in the 2018 Farm Bill that 
streamlines the authorization process for farmers and ranchers. 
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Drought conditions are tough for our livestock producers, but emergency haying and grazing use of 
Conservation Reserve Program acres provides temporary relief to these producers. Thanks to a streamlined 
authorization process, Montana producers will be able to more quickly obtain emergency use approval to 
begin emergency haying or grazing of CRP acres. 

Program Changes 

Previously emergency haying and grazing requests originated with FSA at the county level and required state 
and national level approval. Now approval will be based on drought severity as determined by the U.S. 
Drought Monitor. 

To date, 43 counties in Montana have triggered eligibility for emergency haying and grazing on CRP 
acres. A list by state and map of eligible counties are updated weekly and available on FSA’s website. 

Producers located in a county that is designated as severe drought (D2) or greater on March 1st are eligible 
for emergency haying and grazing on all eligible acres. Counties that trigger for Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) payments based on the U.S. Drought Monitor may hay only certain practices on less than 
50% of eligible contract acres. Producers should contact their local FSA county office for eligible CRP 
practices. 

Producers who don’t meet the drought monitor qualifications but have a 40% loss of forage production may 
also be eligible for emergency haying and grazing outside of the primary nesting season. 

CRP Emergency Haying and Grazing Provisions 

Before haying or grazing eligible acres, producers must submit a request for CRP emergency haying or 
grazing to FSA and obtain a modified conservation plan from the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

Emergency grazing is authorized for up to 90 days and emergency haying is authorized for up to 60 days 
outside of the primary nesting season which is May 15-July 15. Under the emergency grazing provisions, 
producers can use the CRP acreage for their own livestock or may grant another livestock producer use of 
the CRP acreage. The eligible CRP acreage is limited to acres located within the approved county. 

For emergency haying, producers are limited to one cutting and are permitted to sell the hay. Participants 
must remove all hay from CRP acreage within 15 days after baling and remove all livestock from CRP 
acreage no later than 1 day after the end of the emergency grazing period. There will be no CRP annual 
rental payment reduction for emergency haying and grazing authorizations. 

More Information  

For more information on CRP emergency haying and grazing visit fsa.usda.gov/crp or contact your FSA 
county office. To locate your FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. For more disaster recovery 
assistance programs, visit farmers.gov/recover. 

CRP Haying & Grazing Fact Sheet 

 

Ask the Expert: Understanding the U.S. Drought Monitor; a 
Q&A with Brian Fuchs 
Are drought conditions affecting your agricultural operation? The U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM) is a resource 
producers can use to help determine how to best respond and react to a drought as it develops or lingers.  
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The USDM is an online, weekly map showing the location, extent, and severity of drought across the United 
States. It categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels of drought. The map is released on 
Thursdays and depicts conditions for the week. 

The USDM provides producers with the latest information about drought conditions where they live, enabling 
producers to best respond and react to a drought as it develops or lingers. In some cases, the USDM may 
help a producer make specific decisions about their operation, such as reducing the stocking rate because 
forage is not growing. For others, it may provide a convenient big-picture snapshot of broader environmental 
conditions. 

The USDM incorporates varying data – rain, snow, temperature, streamflow, reservoir levels, soil moisture, 
and more – as well as first-hand information submitted from on-the-ground sources such as photos, 
descriptions, and experiences. The levels of drought are connected to the frequency of occurrence across 
several different drought indicators. What makes the USDM unique is that it is not a strictly numeric product. 
The mapmakers rely on their judgment and a nationwide network of 450-plus experts to interpret conditions 
for each region. They synthesize their discussion and analysis into a single depiction of drought for the entire 
country. 

USDA uses the Drought Monitor to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought assistance programs, 
like the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve 
Program acres. Additionally, the Farm Service Agency uses the Drought Monitor to trigger and “fast track” 
Secretarial Disaster Designations which then provides producers impacted by drought access to emergency 
loans that can assist with credit needs. 

Learn more about the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

 

USDA Reminds Montana Producers to File Crop Acreage 
Reports - July 15th Deadline 
Agricultural producers in Montana who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after planting 
should make an appointment with their Farm Service Agency (FSA) office before the applicable deadline. 

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing an accurate and 
timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage, 
can prevent the loss of benefits. 

How to File a Report 

The following acreage reporting date is applicable in Montana: 

• July 15: Annually Seeded Spring Crops, Spring Seeded Alfalfa Seed, Forage Seeding, Conservation 
Reserve Program, Perennial Forage not covered under the NAP, Hemp, and all other crops not 
required to be reported by a previous reporting date. This is the final date that FSA can accept late-
filed 2020 reports for these crops.  

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. 
Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Contact your Service 
Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment. 

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide: 

• Crop and crop type or variety.  
• Intended use of the crop.  
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• Number of acres of the crop.  
• Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.  
• Planting date(s).  
• Planting pattern, when applicable.  
• Producer shares.  
• Irrigation practice(s).  
• Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.  
• Other information as required.  

Acreage Reporting Details 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office.  

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to 
plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk Management Agency. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or 
harvesting of the crop begins. 

More Information 

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office visit farmers.gov/service-
center-locator. 

 

USDA Announces Targeted Signup Period to Support 
Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry in Montana 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is holding a targeted signup to support climate-smart agriculture and 
forestry through voluntary conservation practices in 10 states, including Montana. This assistance, available 
through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, will help agricultural producers plan and implement 
voluntary conservation practices that sequester carbon, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate the 
impacts of climate change on working lands. Signup in Montana opens on July 1, 2021, with an application 
deadline of July 15, 2021. This national EQIP initiative will deliver support for implementing critical climate-
smart conservation practices targeting our socially disadvantaged tribal producers. Producers are encouraged 
to contact the NRCS office at their local USDA Service Center for more information about state conservation 
priorities and to apply. Learn more. 

 
USDA Announces Dates for Conservation Reserve Program 
General and Grasslands Signups 
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USDA has set a July 23 deadline for agricultural producers and landowners to apply for the CRP General 
signup 56 and will accept applications for CRP Grasslands from July 12 to August 20. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has set a July 23, 2021, deadline for agricultural producers and 
landowners to apply for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General signup 56. Additionally, USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept applications for CRP Grasslands from July 12 to August 20. This 
year, USDA updated both signup options to provide greater incentives for producers and increase its 
conservation benefits, including reducing the impacts of climate change. 

Both signups are competitive and will provide for annual rental payments for land devoted to conservation 
purposes. 

General Signup 

Through CRP, producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as 
approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat on 
cropland.  Lands enrolled in CRP also play a key role in mitigating impacts from climate change, and FSA has 
added a new Climate-Smart Practice Incentive for practices that sequester carbon and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

FSA is also adding a one-time “inflationary” adjustment for payment rates, as well as having more flexibility on 
adjusting soil rental rates. 

FSA opened the General Signup in January 2021 and extended the original deadline to July 23, 2021, to 
enable producers to consider FSA’s new improvements to the program. 

Grasslands Signup 

CRP Grasslands helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland, and pastureland 
and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. Protecting grasslands contributes 
positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and 
improves environmental quality. 

FSA has updated the Grasslands Signup to establish a minimum rental rate of $15 per acre, as well as new 
National Grassland Priority Zones. 

How to Sign Up 

To enroll in the CRP General signup, producers and landowners should contact their local USDA Service 
Center by the July 23 deadline. To enroll in the CRP Grasslands signup, they should contact USDA by the 
August 20 deadline. While USDA offices may have limited visitors because of the pandemic, Service Center 
staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. To work with FSA, 
producers and landowners should contact their local USDA Service Center. Contact information can be found 
at farmers.gov/service-locator. 

More Information on CRP 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation programs in the 
United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity 
prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many 
conservation and economic benefits. The program marked its 35-year anniversary this past December. 
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FSA CFAP 2 Signup Reopened for Additional Enrollment; 
Updates Additional CFAP Provisions 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that signup reopened for 
the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2) as part of the Pandemic Assistance for Producers 
initiative. The initial CFAP 2 signup ended on Dec. 11, 2020, but USDA has reopened sign-up for CFAP 2 for 
at least 60 days beginning April 5, 2021, for producers to apply or make modifications to existing CFAP 2 
applications. 

CFAP 2 provides direct financial relief to producers due to market disruptions and associated costs because 
of COVID-19. CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities – Price Trigger 
Commodities, Flat-rate Crops and Sales Commodities. Visit farmers.gov/cfap/commodities for a full list of 
eligible commodities for each category. 

Applying for CFAP 2 

Visit farmers.gov/cfap for details on all eligible commodities, producer eligibility, payment limitations and 
structure and additional program resources. 

Producers have multiple options to apply for CFAP 2, including through an online application portal and by 
working directly with the FSA office. Customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP 2 application 
process can call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. 

 

USDA Announces Cooperative Agreements for Community 
Compost and Food Waste Reduction 
$2 million in cooperative agreements is available for local governments to host Community Compost and 
Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) pilot projects. The cooperative agreements support projects that develop 
and test strategies for planning and implementing municipal compost plans and food waste reduction plans 
and they are part of USDA’s broader efforts to support urban agriculture. 

Learn more about the Cooperative Agreements 

 

Application Period Open for Conservation Innovation 
Grants Program 
NRCS is investing up to $15 million to support the development of new tools, approaches, practices and 
technologies to further natural resource conservation on private lands through the Conservation Innovation 
Grants (CIG) program. CIG partners use creative problem solving and innovation to address our nation’s 
water quality, air quality, soil health and wildlife habitat challenges, all while improving agricultural operations. 

Learn more about the Conservation Innovation Grants 

 
USDA Announces Grants for Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production 

$4 million in competitive grants is available 
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$4 million in competitive grants is available to support the development of urban agriculture and innovative 
production projects. USDA will accept applications on Grants.gov for planning and implementation projects 
until midnight July 30, 2021. 

Planning Projects Planning projects initiate or expand efforts of farmers, gardeners, citizens, government 
officials, schools and other stakeholders in urban areas and suburbs. Projects may target areas of food 
access, education, business and start-up costs for new farmers, urban agroforestry or food forests, and 
development of policies related to zoning and other needs of urban production. 

Implementation Projects Implementation projects that accelerate existing and emerging models of urban, 
indoor and other agricultural practices that serve multiple farmers. Projects will improve local food access and 
collaborate with partner organizations and may support infrastructure needs, emerging technologies, 
educational endeavors and urban farming policy implementation. 

Find out more about these grants 

 

Guaranteed Conservation Loans 
Guaranteed Conservation Loans are available for applicants to install a conservation practice. These funds 
may be used for any conservation activities included in a conservation plan or Forest Stewardship 
Management plan. A copy of the conservation plan is required to complete the application. These loans are 
not limited to just family farmers. In some cases, applicants can operate non-eligible enterprises. Loan funds 
are issued by a participating commercial lender and guaranteed up to 80 percent by FSA or up to 90 percent 
for beginning and historically underserved producers. 

 

Emergency Loans Available in Montana 
FSA’s Emergency Loan Program is available for agricultural producers in counties designated as primary or 
contiguous natural disaster areas. See map below of current Disaster Designations in Montana. Contact your 
local FSA office for specific designations in your area and time frames to apply. Eligible producers have eight 
months from the date of the disaster designation to apply for low-interest emergency loans to 1.) restore or 
replace essential property; 2.) pay all or part of production costs associated with the disaster year; 3.) pay 
essential family living expenses; or 4.) refinance certain debts, excluding real estate. Producers interested in 
applying for an emergency loan, or other FLP loans, should contact their local FSA office to set up an 
appointment with the Farm Loan Program staff serving your area. 

• Current Disaster Designations in Montana - (by county)  
• Emergency Loan Factsheet (pdf)  
• FSA Farm Loan Program (Web)  

 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management Agency 
(RMA) to Prevent Fraud, Waste, and Abuse 
FSA and RMA jointly support the prevention of fraud, waste and abuse of the Federal Crop Insurance 
Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, assist RMA and insurance providers by monitoring crop 
conditions throughout the growing season. FSA will continue to refer all suspected cases of fraud, waste and 
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abuse directly to RMA. Producers can report suspected cases to the county office staff, the RMA office or the 
Office of the Inspector General. 

 

Montana Farm and Ranch Stress Resource Clearinghouse 
Montana State University Extension and an associated statewide advisory council have developed an online 
clearinghouse of resources for a wide range of topics related to stress and mental health. The clearinghouse 
was created specifically for ag producers and their families, but it contains a wealth of information for anyone 
interested in learning more about causes of stress, stress prevention and management, and overall mental 
health. To access the site, please click on this link: https://msuextension.org/wellness/stress-
management/mt_farm_stress_clearing_house/ 

 

Montana USDA 
USDA Farm Service Agency  

PO Box 670 
Bozeman, MT 59771 
Phone: 406.587.6872 

Fax: 855.546.0264 
Web: www.fsa.usda.gov/mt 

State Executive Director (Acting):  
LES J RISPENS 

FSA Policy Reminders:  2021 Annual Notification to FSA Customers
 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
10 East Babcock Street, Room 443 

Bozeman, MT 59715-4704 
Phone: 406-587-6811 

Fax: 855-510-7028 
Web: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/mt/home 

 
State Conservationist: 

TOM WATSON
 

USDA Risk Management Agency 
Billings Regional Office 

3490 Gabel Road, Suite 100 
Billings, MT 59102-7302 
Phone: 406-657-6447 

Fax: 406-657-6573 
Email: rsomt@rma.usda.gov 

Web: https://www.rma.usda.gov/ 

Regional Director: 
ERIC BASHORE

 

Contact information for your local office, visit: www.farmers.gov. 
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