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Introductions
• Scott Marlow, Deputy Administrator of 

Farm Programs
• Alan Lange, Natural Resources 

Specialist - Wildlife Biology
Housekeeping: 

• This meeting is being recorded.
• Please ensure you’re muted.
• Type Questions in the Chat.
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Agenda
• Background of CRP SAFE
• Current SAFE Enrollment
• Changes in 2021
• Policies
• Review Notice CRP-966
• Submitting Modified or New Proposals
• Questions
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State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE)
• Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 

initiative
• Began in March 2007
• Administered by Farm Service Agency 

(FSA)
• Technical lead by Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS)
• Partnership between State level FSA and 

a sponsoring entity
• Address local wildlife habitat needs
• Targeted restoration of critical habitats
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SAFE Enrollment (February 2022)
CP38A Buffers = 4,488 ac
CP38B Wetlands = 19,680 ac
CP38C Trees = 34,203 ac
CP38D Longleaf Pine = 514 ac
CP38E Grass = 2,366,253 ac

Total = 2,425,138 ac
11% of total CRP acre enrollment
30% of continuous CRP acre 
enrollment
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35 States Participating in 65 projects
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SAFE Changes in 2021
• All active SAFE projects were moved 

to Continuous Signup
• Adjustment to rental rates

• Soil productivity index
• 10% inflationary adjustment

• Incentives
• Climate-Smart Rental Rate
• Water Quality Rental Rate

• CP38A (Buffers) CP38B (Wetlands)
• Signing Incentive Payment (SIP)
• Practice Incentive Payment (PIP)
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CRP Policies
CRP policies contained in 2CRP located at:

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/laws-and-regulations/handbooks/index
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CRP Policies
Exhibit 11
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2022 SAFE 
• Notice CRP-966 Request for New or 

Modified SAFE Proposals
• Approved proposals will become 

active in 2023
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FSA Notice CRP-966 
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FSA Notice CRP-966 - Purpose
• Opportunity to submit new proposals or 

modify existing SAFE projects
• Instructions and criteria for submitting 

new or modified proposals
• Authorizes additional NRCS conservation 

practice standards
• Authorizes use annual plants for early 

successional habitat
• Authorizes cost share and PIP at time of 

reenrollment when transitioning cover
• Deadlines
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CRP SAFE Policies – Land Eligibility
• Cropland According to 2-CRP, paragraph 

151
• Located within the defined SAFE project 

boundaries. 
• Marginal pastureland is not eligible unless 

criteria are met for a threatened or 
endangered species with specific habitat 
needs of marginal pastureland.
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CRP SAFE Policies – Eligible Practices
SAFE 

Practice Practice Type Authorized CRP Sub-Practices

CP38A Buffers CP8A, CP15A, CP15B, CP21, CP22, CP33, CP43

CP38B Wetlands CP9, CP23, CP23A, CP27, CP28, CP37
CP38C Trees CP3, CP3A, CP5A, CP16A, CP17A, CP25, CP31 

CP38D Longleaf Pine CP36

CP38E Grass CP1, CP2, CP4D, CP12 1/, CP18B, CP18C, CP24, CP25, 
CP42



SAFE Policies - Incentives 2-CRP Paragraph 66
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SAFE Policies – Required Management Activity
• One management activity required
• Additional activities allowed
• Cost share not authorized for 

management activities
• 2-CRP (Rev. 6) Paragraph 428
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SAFE Policies – Haying and Grazing

• Haying and grazing is authorized 
for SAFE

• Proposals must specify is haying 
and grazing is authorized

• Proposal may be more restrictive
• Proposals may not be less 

restrictive
• 2-CRP (Rev. 6) Part 19 Photo courtesy of NRCS



SAFE Policies – Permissive and Restrictive Uses

• Proposals must comply according 
to 2-CRP Part 18

• Proposals may be more restrictive
• Proposals may not be less 

restrictive

Photo courtesy of USDA



SAFE Policies – Cost Share

• 50% of eligible cost to establish 
practices

• PIP and cost share authorized to 
transition cover at reenrollment 
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SAFE Proposal Development
• May be submitted by any govt, non-profit 

or private organization
• Limited to CP38 and approved sub-

practices
• States may have multiple projects
• Caution:  overlapping current SAFE and 

CREP projects
• Work with your FSA state office Photo courtesy of NRCS



SAFE Proposal Criteria
Must restore habitats of 1 or more of the 
following
• Rare, threatened or endangered 

species
• Suffered significant population 

decline
• SGCN according State Wildlife 

Action Plan
• Significant social or economic value
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Practice Modifications
• CRP practice policy in 2-CRP, Exhibit 

11 may be modified to include 
additional requirements.

• Practice requirements may not be 
less restrictive
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Additional Conservation Practices Authorized
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Use of Annual Plants
• Restricted to proposals that include 

creating early successional plant 
conditions

• Must follow conservation practice 
standard Early Successional Habitat 
Development/Management (647)

• Authorized for CP38E-4D
• Proposals must include additional 

information per Exhibit 1 of Notice 
CRP-966
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New or Modified SAFE Proposals
• All active SAFE project must be 

reviewed
• All active SAFE projects must submit a 

modification if the partners want to 
continue

• To terminate a project SED must send 
a memo notifying CD

• State Technical Committee review 
• State Committee review and 

recommendation
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SAFE Proposal Required Information
Notice CRP-966 Exhibit 1
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Notice CRP-966 Exhibit 2



Deadlines



State Office Actions



State Office Actions

Alan Lange
alan.lange@usda.gov
515-331-8449



Questions

*Contact your FSA state office

State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement



Recording & Presentation to be Posted on 
Outreach Webinar Page

Website Location:
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/outreach-and-education/webinars/index

Webinar Questions?
fsaoutreach@usda.gov
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