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USDA Reminds Farmers and Ranchers of Sept. 3
Program Deadline to Offset Transportation Costs
in Alaska

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced that
the enrollment period for the Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment Program (RTCP)
for fiscal year 2021 began on July 12 and will run through Sept. 3.

The Further Consolidated Appropriations Act 2020, reauthorized RTCP and allows farmers
and ranchers in Alaska, Hawaii and insular areas including the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
Guam, American Samoa, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, Virgin Islands of the
United States, Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands and Republic
of Palau, to recover any costs to transport agricultural commaodities or inputs used to produce
an agricultural commodity.

RTCP payments are calculated based on the costs incurred for transportation of the
agricultural commodity or inputs during a 12-month period, subject to an $8,000 per producer
cap per fiscal year. If claims for payments exceed the funds available from the program for a
fiscal year, payments will be reduced on a pro-rata basis.
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Farmers and ranchers interested in participating in RTCP can obtain applications and other
documents by calling toll-free 1-866-794-1079.

To find your local FSA county office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage
Reports

Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after spring
planting should make an appointment with the Northern or Southern County Farm Service
Agency (FSA) before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for the Northern and Southern County
Offices:

For 2022 Crop Year

September 30, 2021 Value-loss crops and controlled environment crops

(except Nursery)

December 15, 2021 Fall-Seeded Small Grains

January 2, 2022 Honey

May 31, 2022 Nursery

July 15, 2022 All other spring planted crops, CRP, Perennial Forage

Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other
digital tools. Because of the pandemic, some USDA Service Centers are open to limited
visitors. Contact the Northern or Southern County FSA office to set up an in-person or phone
appointment.

To file a crop acreage report, you will need to provide:

o Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.
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e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e lrrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice
of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and
USDA'’s Risk Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

More Information

For questions, please contact the Northern County FSA office at 907-895-4242 ext 150 and
the Southern County FSA Office at 907-761-7754.

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP
Risk Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales
Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP.
Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic
level coverage.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no
permanent federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and



grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture,
turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by
visiting https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialinformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.asp
x?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery.

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to
obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of
between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55
percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected
production.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in
multiple counties.

For Alaska, 2021 Fall deadlines for crop year 2022 coverage:

The following crops in Alaska have a NAP application deadline of September 01,
2021: Floriculture (Peonies), Aquaculture, Turf Grass

The following crops in Alaska have a NAP application deadline of September 30,
2021: Perennial Grass Forage (Perennial Grasses intended use seed), Honey

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local
USDA Service Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance
agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent
Locator: http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA
Cost

Estimator, https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx?utm_medium=ema
il&utm_source=govdelivery, to predict insurance premium costs.

Lenders Can Now Apply for New Heirs’ Property
Relending Program

Intermediary lenders can now apply for loans through the new Heirs’ Property Relending
Program (HPRP). The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting applications today
through October 29, 2021, and cooperatives, credit unions and nonprofit organizations are
encouraged to apply for these competitive loans, which ultimately will help agricultural
producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land ownership and succession issues.

Through HPRP, FSA loans up to $5 million at a 1% interest rate to eligible lenders. Then,
those eligible lenders will reloan funds to heirs to help resolve title issues by financing the
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purchase or consolidation of property interests and financing costs associated with a
succession plan.

How to Apply

Intermediary lenders should apply by the October 29, 2021 deadline using the HPRP
application form (FSA-2637), which can be submitted to FSA by mail:

FSA Deputy Administrator for Farm Loan Programs
Loan Making Division

STOP 0522

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC 20250

Additionally, FSA will host a webinar on September 15 at 2 p.m. ET for interested lenders,
who can register or learn more on the ESA Outreach and Education webpage.

Eligible Lenders

Intermediary lenders must:

e be certified as a community development financial institution, and

e have experience and capability in making and servicing agricultural and commercial
loans that are similar in nature.

If applications exceed the amount of available funds, FSA will prioritize applicants that both:

e have at least 10 years or more of experience with socially disadvantaged farmers; and

e are located in states that have adopted a statute consisting of enactment or adoption
of the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act (UPHPA). A list of these states is
available at farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

More Information

Frequently asked guestions (including those in Spanish, Thai and Chinese), the August 3
2021 overview webinar, and other resources can be found on farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

After the loans are announced, USDA will distribute information for heirs on how to apply.
Information for heirs is also on farmers.gov/heirs/relending.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring
access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices,
making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America,
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and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan team in Alaska is already working on operating loans for 2022 and asks
potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm
loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership
loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts
for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller
and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation,
purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. Loans to
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral
and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the
producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store
eligible commaodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling
equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain
bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer
may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

USDA Updates Pandemic Assistance for Livestock,
Poultry Contract Producers and Specialty Crop
Growers

USDA Sets October 12 Deadline for CFAP 2

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program 2 (CFAP 2) for contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry and producers of
specialty crops and other sales-based commodities. CFAP 2, which assists producers who
faced market disruptions in 2020 due to COVID-19, is part of USDA’s broader Pandemic
Assistance for Producers initiative. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has set
an Oct. 12 deadline for all eligible producers to apply for or modify applications for CFAP 2.


https://www.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Assistance for Contract Producers

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, provides up to $1 billion for payments to contract
producers of eligible livestock and poultry for revenue losses from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec.
27, 2020. Contract producers of broilers, pullets, layers, chicken eggs, turkeys, hogs and pigs,
ducks, geese, pheasants and quail may be eligible for assistance. This update includes
eligible breeding stock and eggs of all eligible poultry types produced under contract.

Payments for contract producers were to be based on a comparison of eligible revenue for the
periods of Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 27, 2019, and Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27, 2020.
Today’s changes mean contract producers can now elect to use eligible revenue from the
period of Jan. 1, 2018, through Dec. 27, 2018, instead of that date range in 2019 if it is more
representative. This change is intended to provide flexibility and make the program more
equitable for contract producers who had reduced revenue in 2019 compared to a normal
production year. The difference in revenue is then multiplied by 80% to determine a final
payment. Payments to contract producers may be factored if total calculated payments
exceed the available funding and will be made after the application period closes.

Additional flexibilities have been added to account for increases to operation size in 2020 and
situations where a contract producer did not have a full period of revenue from Jan. 1 to Dec.
27 for either 2018 or 2019. Assistance is also available to new contract producers who began
their farming operation in 2020.

Updates for Sales-Based Commodities

USDA is amending the CFAP 2 payment calculation for sales-based commodities, which are
primarily comprised of by specialty crops, to allow producers to substitute 2018 sales for 2019
sales. Previously, payments for producers of sales-based commaodities were based only on
2019 sales, with 2019 used as an approximation of the amount the producer would have
expected to market in 2020. Giving producers the option to substitute 2018 sales for this
approximation, including 2018 crop insurance indemnities and 2018 crop year Noninsured
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus
(WHIP+) payments, provides additional flexibility to producers of sales-based commodities
who had reduced sales in 2019.

Grass seed has also been added as an eligible sales commodity for CFAP 2. A complete list
of all eligible sales-based commodities can be found at farmers.gov/cfap2/commodities.
Producers of sales-based commodities can modify existing applications.

Applying for Assistance

Newly eligible producers who need to submit a CFAP 2 application or producers who need to

modify an existing one can do so by contacting their local FSA office. Producers can find their
local FSA office by visiting farmers.gov/service-locator. Producers can also obtain one-on-one
support with applications by calling 877-508-8364. All new and modified CFAP 2 applications

are due by the Oct. 12 deadline.
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USDA to Provide Pandemic Assistance to
Livestock Producers for Animal Losses

Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to insufficient
access to processing can apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of depopulation
and disposal of the animals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Vilsack
announced the Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program (PLIP) in [recorded] remarks at the
National Pork Industry Conference in Wisconsin Dells, WIl. The announcement is part of
USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Livestock and poultry producers can
apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 20 through Sept. 17,
2021.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses of
livestock or poultry depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 2020, due to
insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. PLIP payments will be based on
80% of the fair market value of the livestock and poultry and for the cost of depopulation and
disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry include swine, chickens and turkeys.

PLIP Program Details

Eligible livestock must have been depopulated from March 1, 2020, through December 26,
2020, due to insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. Livestock must have
been physically located in the U.S. or a territory of the U.S. at the time of depopulation.

Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities who, as of the day the eligible
livestock was depopulated, had legal ownership of the livestock. Packers, live poultry dealers
and contract growers are not eligible for PLIP.

PLIP payments compensate participants for 80% of both the loss of the eligible livestock or
poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal based on a single payment rate per
head. PLIP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock
or poultry by the payment rate per head, and then subtracting the amount of any payments the
eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal of the livestock or poultry under
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced by any Coronavirus
Food Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the same inventory of swine that
were depopulated.

There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on PLIP payments. To be eligible for
payments, a person or legal entity must have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) of less
than $900,000 for tax years 2016, 2017 and 2018.

Applying for Assistance

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP starting July 20, 2021, by
completing the FSA-620, Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and submitting
it to any FSA county office. Additional documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/plip
for a copy of the Notice of Funding Availability and more information on how to apply.
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Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by
mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, visit
farmers.gov/service-locator. Livestock and poultry producers can also call 877-508-8364 to
speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these
meetings and/or events should contact the Northern County FSA Service Center, at (907)
895-4242, ext. 150, Southern County FSA Service Center, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay
Service at 1-800-877-8339..

Alaska State Farm Service Agency

800 E. Palmer-Wasilla Hwy., Suite 216
Palmer, AK 99645

Phone: 907-761-7738
Fax: 907-761-7789

Northern County FSA Service Center Southern County FSA Service Center
PO Box 585 800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy. Ste 216
Delta Junction, AK 99737 Palmer, AK 99645

Phone: 907-895-4242 ext. 150 Phone: 907-761-7754

Fax: 855-711-9095 Fax: 907-761-7789

Hours: County Committee Meetings

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Northern Co TBA

www.fsa.usda.gov/ak Southern Co September 14, 10 a.m.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fstate-offices%2FAlaska%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdada6418c2824ffe495208d96e28efbf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637661944507284388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=STsgOsxEm4965VUx1qIMDgqLyWFd82qUmxWqJaM8emY%3D&reserved=0

3 SHARE



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdada6418c2824ffe495208d96e28efbf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637661944507294343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=x4yhh5789Vehftdq88ujV8UPcpsBwhZCIZzccAyXgF8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fcontact-us%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdada6418c2824ffe495208d96e28efbf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637661944507294343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oE%2Bg44FlhrRMeiT76UhYMqJCNGH7%2BmNO%2FeHg%2FjcAdr0%3D&reserved=0
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/subscriber/edit?preferences=true#tab1
https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/2ef0e89
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fusdafsa%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdada6418c2824ffe495208d96e28efbf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637661944507294343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Nog4u2OmNP0lxB1z3GqPbI6JiqUOzxB904EzepxJ7GA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Ffarmersgov%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdada6418c2824ffe495208d96e28efbf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637661944507304300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=sPtFXuoV5gcuNG5GZbMDcsV2vj54tK8Ff4MuCF39%2BA0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Ffarmersgov%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdada6418c2824ffe495208d96e28efbf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637661944507304300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gcsSNBRcelm0Ubyey2sTg7UZb7AuxDsLO1uHVDqVu2c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Ffarmersgov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdada6418c2824ffe495208d96e28efbf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637661944507304300%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yl%2FHWaxEMHmDgWMjkZJhped2%2B3AfA385IJGZvUvnL68%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCBlm1cdj1ELGjanH0Ci0zDQ%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdada6418c2824ffe495208d96e28efbf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637661944507314259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=4hPtPnmhcelrHuZZFspLBYJbE2a8XM12FAjSMd8BN%2BE%3D&reserved=0

