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Together We Can End COVID-19

Locate a COVID-19 Vaccine Provider Near You

Across the country, the COVID-19 pandemic has been devastating, but the light is at the
end of the tunnel. The United States now has safe, highly effective vaccines that protect
you and your family from getting sick. They offer an opportunity to return to normalcy in
our everyday lives. Getting the COVID-19 vaccine gives you an added layer of protection
and could protect your coworkers, family, and friends.

Some may have concerns, and that is perfectly reasonable. USDA believes we can trust
what doctors and scientists are saying. COVID-19 vaccines are safe, effective, and will
save lives. Millions of people have already safely received these life-saving vaccines.

USDA is encouraging our employees to get the vaccine as soon as they have access to
one, and as our offices begin to reopen, we also encourage customers our staff may
encounter in the workplace to get one. More and more states are increasing the number of
COVID-19 vaccines available to their residents.

If you want to know more about COVID-19 vaccines or search for vaccine providers near
you, please visit:_https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fag.html

Help be a part of the solution. You are a key player in our nation’s effort to end this
pandemic for good. Together, we can do this.
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Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history.
A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, see if bills are paid timely and to determine the
impact on cash flow.

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report
and will provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the
credit report, it is up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any
errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score:

e Make sure to pay bills on time

o Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an
effective way to remember payment due dates.

Pay down existing debt
e Keep your credit card balances low
e Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply
for a loan after improving or correcting your credit report.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

Supervised Credit from FSA

Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Our goal is
to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. FSA
staff will advise borrowers on developing strategies and a plan to meet your goals and
graduate to commercial credit. FSA borrowers are responsible for the success of their
farming operation, but FSA staff will help in an advisory role, providing the tools necessary
to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.
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Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock
Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in
excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that
livestock deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good
animal husbandry and management.

For 2021 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss
is first apparent. You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your
local FSA office no later than 60 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which
the eligible loss condition occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of grower’s contracts

e Proof of normal mortality documentation
USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible
livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) =

5%. These established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical
under “normal” conditions.

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by
March 1, 2022.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all
potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project is
approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be
completed before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance.
These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program
(ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project
implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request
will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies,
it's important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before
starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact
your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
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environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed
timely.

USDA Expands and Renews Conservation
Reserve Program

USDA Expands and Renews Conservation Reserve Program in Effort to Boost Enroliment
and Address Climate Change

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that USDA will open enroliment in the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) with higher payment rates, new incentives, and a
more targeted focus on the program’s role in climate change mitigation. Additionally,
USDA is announcing investments in partnerships to increase climate-smart agriculture,
including $330 million in 85 Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) projects
and $25 million for On-Farm Conservation Innovation Trials. Secretary Vilsack made the
announcement today at the White House National Climate Task Force meeting to
demonstrate USDA’s commitment to putting American agriculture and forestry at the
center of climate-smart solutions to address climate change.

The Biden-Harris Administration is working to leverage USDA conservation programs for
climate mitigation, including continuing to invest in innovation partnership programs like
RCPP and On-Farm Trials as well as strengthening programs like CRP to enhance their
impacts.

Conservation Reserve Program

USDA'’s goal is to enroll up to 4 million new acres in CRP by raising rental payment rates
and expanding the number of incentivized environmental practices allowed under the
program. CRP is one of the world’s largest voluntary conservation programs with a long
track record of preserving topsoil, sequestering carbon, and reducing nitrogen runoff, as
well providing healthy habitat for wildlife.

CRP is a powerful tool when it comes to climate mitigation, and acres currently enrolled in
the program mitigate more than 12 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent
(CO2e). If USDA reaches its goal of enrolling an additional 4 million acres into the
program, it will mitigate an additional 3 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent and prevent
90 million pounds of nitrogen and 33 million tons of sediment from running into our
waterways each year.

CRP’s long-term goal is to establish valuable land cover to help improve water quality,
improve soil health and carbon sequestration, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of
wildlife habitat. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a number of signups, including
the general signup and continuous signup, which are both open now, as well as a CRP
Grasslands and pilot programs focused on soil health and clean water.

New Climate-Smart Practice Incentive
To target the program on climate change mitigation, FSA is introducing a new Climate-

Smart Practice Incentive for CRP general and continuous signups that aims to increase
carbon sequestration and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate-Smart CRP



practices include establishment of trees and permanent grasses, development of wildlife
habitat, and wetland restoration. The Climate-Smart Practice Incentive is annual, and the
amount is based on the benefits of each practice type.

Higher Rental Rates and New Incentives

In 2021, CRP is capped at 25 million acres, and currently 20.8 million acres are enrolled.
Furthermore, the cap will gradually increase to 27 million acres by 2023. To help increase
producer interest and enrollment, FSA is:

e Adjusting soil rental rates. This enables additional flexibility for rate adjustments,
including a possible increase in rates where appropriate.

e Increasing payments for Practice Incentives from 20% to 50%. This incentive
for continuous CRP practices is based on the cost of establishment and is in
addition to cost share payments.

e Increasing payments for water quality practices. Rates are increasing from
10% to 20% for certain water quality benefiting practices available through the
CRP continuous signup, such as grassed waterways, riparian buffers, and filter
strips.

e Establishing a CRP Grassland minimum rental rate. This benefits more than
1,300 counties with rates currently below the minimum.

Enhanced Natural Resource Benefits

To boost impacts for natural resources, FSA is:

¢ Moving State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) practices to the CRP
continuous signup. Unlike the general signup, producers can sign up year-round
for the continuous signup and be eligible for additional incentives.

e Establishing National Grassland Priority Zones. This aims to increase
enrollment of grasslands in migratory corridors and environmentally sensitive
areas.

e Making Highly Erodible Land Initiative (HELI) practices available in both the
general and continuous signups.

Expanding Prairie Pothole Soil Health and Watershed Programs

CRP has two pilot programs — the Soil Health and Income Protection Program (SHIPP)
and the Clean Lakes, Estuaries and Rivers 30-year contracts (CLEAR30).

e For SHIPP, which is a short-term option (3, 4, or 5-year contracts) for farmers to
plant cover on less productive agricultural lands, FSA will hold a 2021 signup in
the Prairie Pothole states.

e The CLEAR3O pilot, a long-term option through CRP, will be expanded from the
Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay pilot regions to nationwide.

Increasing Technical Assistance Capacity and Impact Measurement

USDA technical assistance through the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
is critical to enable producers to plan and implement conservation practices that are



appropriate for their needs. To ensure increased enrollment and support for producers,
USDA is increasing NRCS technical assistance capacity for CRP by $140 million.

Additionally, in order to better target the program toward climate outcomes, USDA will
invest $10 million in the CRP Monitoring, Assessment and Evaluation (MAE) program to
measure and monitor the soil carbon and climate resilience impacts of conservation
practices over the life of new CRP contracts. This will enable the agency to further refine
the program and practices to provide producers tools for increased climate resilience.

To learn more about updates to CRP, download our “What’s New with CRP” fact sheet.
Partnership Programs Contribute to Priorities

In addition to changes to CRP, Secretary Vilsack also announced significant investments
for climate-smart policies. First, NRCS is investing $330 million in 85 locally driven, public-
private partnerships under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program to address
climate change and other natural resources challenges. NRCS will announce more details
on the RCPP project selections on April 26.

Second, NRCS is investing $25 million in proposals for On-Farm Trials, which are part of
the Conservation Innovation Grants program. NRCS is seeking proposals through June
21. Project priorities include climate-smart agricultural solutions and soil health practices.

Under the Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is engaged in a whole-of-government effort
to combat the climate crisis and conserve and protect our nation’s lands, biodiversity, and
natural resources including our soil, air and water. Through conservation practices and
partnerships, USDA aims to enhance economic growth and create new streams of income
for farmers, ranchers, producers and private foresters. Successfully meeting these
challenges will require USDA and our agencies to pursue a coordinated approach
alongside USDA stakeholders, including state, local, and tribal governments.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing
systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more,

visit www.usda.gov.

NRCS offers second funding opportunity for
2021 Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Alaska agricultural producers encouraged to apply for financial assistance via their local
NRCS Field Office by May 14
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Financial assistance is available to Alaskan agricultural producers who manage cropland,
rangeland, pasture, hayland or non-industrial private forest land via the 2021
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).

EQIP is a voluntary program administered by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) that helps agricultural producers develop a conservation plan for their
property and perform conservation projects, which NRCS calls “conservation practices.”

Conservation practices are geared toward working farms, ranches and forests and provide
producers with many options for conservation. Using these practices can lead to cleaner
water and air, healthier soil and better wildlife habitat, all while improving agricultural
operations.

NRCS Alaska is offering a second sign up period for EQIP funds this year. To be
considered for the upcoming round of funding, applicants should submit their EQIP
application to their local USDA Service Center by May 14.

USDA Offers Secure New Options for Signing
and Sharing Documents Online

Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources
Conservation Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By
using Box or OneSpan, producers can digitally complete business transactions without
leaving their homes or agricultural operations. Both services are free, secure, and
available for multiple FSA and NRCS programs.

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and
shared. Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to
access their secure Box account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually
signed, scanned, uploaded, and shared digitally with Service Center staff. This service is
available to any FSA or NRCS customer with access to a mobile device or computer with
printer connectivity.

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no
software downloads or eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers
interested in eSignature through OneSpan can confirm their identity through two-factor
authentication using a verification code sent to their mobile device or a personalized
guestion and answer. Once identity is confirmed, documents can be reviewed and e-
signed through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email address. Signed documents
immediately become available to the appropriate Service Center staff.

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved
efficiency in signing and sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing
systems using eAuthentication for digital signature. Instead, these tools provide additional
digital options for producers to use when conducting business with FSA or NRCS.

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and
OneSpan through a few simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your
local office and let Service Center staff know you're interested in signing and sharing
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documents through these new features. In most cases, one quick phone call will be all that
is needed to initiate the process.

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started,
and additional resources for conducting business with USDA online.

To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus
pandemic, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these
meetings and/or events should contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242,
Erin Sturdivant, Southern CED, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-
8339.

Alaska State Farm Service Agency

800 E. Palmer-Wasilla Hwy.
Suite 216
Palmer, AK 99645

Phone: 907-761-7738
Fax: 907-761-7789

Northern County FSA Service Center Southern County FSA Service Center
PO Box 585 800 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy.

Delta Junction, AK 99737 Ste 216 Palmer, AK 99645

Phone: 907-895-4242 ext. 150 Phone: 907-761-7754

Fax: 855-1-9095 Fax: 907-761-7789

Hours: County Committee Meetings:

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Northern Co TBA

www.fsa.usda.gov/ak Southern Co June 8, 10 a.m.
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