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Spring in upon us and we are all working to get our spring work
finished. There is never enough time or energy to get all of it done
and we must make critical management choices. For myself, | was
going to do some tractor work last month and the tractor would not
start. The starter would not turn the engine over, on the very day |
needed it. Equipment break downs is an overall part of managing
the operation. When it is time to do a certain work in the field or
around the yard, the timeliness of getting a job done is often more
valuable than the cost of repair.

The current pandemic situation in our society puts a spotlight on

food security in our state. When supply chains get interrupted, the
source of the product comes under scrutiny. Many residents want
to know where their food comes from, where it is grown, who is the
grower and where it can be purchased. Having more sources than
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one, expands choice and spreads risk. Having one place to sell
your product or to purchase supplies is not really a

choice. Visionaries always look to see what can be done to expand
product uses. And they continue to look for additional sources for
necessary inputs.

| am sure many of you have watched the UAF video released in
March about Alaskan Agriculture and Food Security in our great
state. Our state needs more farmers, stockman, vegetable growers
and greenhouse operators. Alaska needs more farmers who are
willing to make production Agriculture their life work and career. We
need agribusiness professionals that serve production agriculture
and agriculture educators who train the next generation of
agriculturists. We need more trained workers in each of these
areas that keep the whole production and supply chain

moving. Our whole Alaskan Agriculture industry simply needs to
grow.

The UAF video mentioned above brings up the Div. of Ag’s $5.00
challenge. This award-winning challenge invites all Alaskan’s to
participate with $5.00 a week of their monthly grocery

budget. Think with me of the impact of growing our industry so
instate food production doubled. Can you imagine what double the
acreage, double the farmers markets, double the shelf space in the
store, double the number of producing dairy cows, double the
cattle, hogs and chickens on feed would do to our State’s
Agriculture economy? The increase would be impressive, since
most of the money spent on Alaskan businesses, stay here in the
state. Those dollars roll through the economy, about 6 times over
improving the lives of other Alaskans.

Opportunity awaits us and our new friends in this industry. Ask
questions, give answers to others and help a neighbor when
necessary. Try a new local business for needed services. The
starter on my tractor was rebuilt by a local business the same day |
took it in.

Farmers and Ranchers in Alaska Can Now Apply for Financial
Assistance through USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance

Program

Online Tools and Toll-Free Number Available to Assist Producers

Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP),
which provides direct payments to offset impacts from the coronavirus pandemic. The application
and a payment calculator are now available online, and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff
members are available via phone, fax and online tools to help producers complete applications. The
agency set up a call center in order to simplify how they serve new customers across the nation.
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Applications will be accepted through August 28, 2020. Through CFAP, USDA is making available
$16 billion for vital financial assistance to producers of agricultural commodities who have suffered a
five-percent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional significant marketing
costs as a result of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and the
orderly marketing of commodities.

We also want to remind producers that the program is structured to ensure the availability of funding
for all eligible producers who apply.

In order to do this, producers will receive 80 percent of their maximum total payment upon approval
of the application. The remaining portion of the payment, not to exceed the payment limit, will be
paid at a later date nationwide, as funds remain available.

Producers can download the CFAP application and other eligibility forms from farmers.gov/cfap.
Also, on that webpage, producers can find a payment calculator to help identify sales and inventory
records needed to apply and calculate potential payments.

Additionally, producers in search of one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call
877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer assistance. This is a good first
step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local USDA Service
Center.

Applying for Assistance

Producers of all eligible commodities will apply through their local FSA office. Those who use the
online calculator tool will be able to print off a pre-filled CFAP application, sign, and submit to your
local FSA office either electronically or via hand delivery. Please contact your local office to
determine the preferred method. Find contact information for your local office at farmers.gov/cfap.

Documentation to support the producer’s application and certification may be requested after the
application is filed. FSA has streamlined the signup process to not require an acreage report at the
time of application and a USDA farm number may not be immediately needed.

Additional Commodities

USDA is also establishing a process for the public to identify additional commodities for
potential inclusion in CFAP. Specifically, USDA is looking for data on agricultural
commodities, that are not currently eligible for CFAP, that the public believes to have either:

1. suffered afive percent-or-greater price decline between mid-January and mid-April
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic,

2. shipped but subsequently spoiled due to loss of marketing channel, or

3. not left the farm or remained unharvested as mature crops.

More information about this process is available on farmers.gov/cfap.

More Information

To find the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364.
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USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come
into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever
possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers
Impacted by COVID-19

Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come
into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever
possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.
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Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program, Conservation Reserve Program, and farm loans. If project implementation begins
before FSA has completed an environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There
are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive
written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to,
vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

Payments to Deceased Producers

In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all
program conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of
death.

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of
precedence for the representatives of the producer:

administrator or executor of the estate

the surviving spouse

surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children

surviving father and mother

surviving brothers and sisters

heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file
a form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the
participant who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the
legal authority to submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.



Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program

participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program

benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared
incompetent.

USDA Reminds Alaska Producers to Complete Crop Acreage
Reports

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices in Alaska are currently open to phone and virtual
appointments only but can still work with producers on timely filing crop acreage reports. FSA staff
can provide assistance over the phone, by email and through virtual meetings via Microsoft Teams.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in Alaska:
May 31, 2020 Nursery
July 15, 2020 All other spring planted crops, CRP, Perennial Forage

For 2021 Crop Year

September 30, 2020 Value-loss crops and controlled environment crops
(except Nursery)

December 15, 2020 Fall-Seeded Small Grains

January 2, 2021 Honey

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers must file an accurate
crop acreage report by the applicable deadline. FSA staff is still able to assist producers in
completing acreage reports, including providing maps.

FSA county offices in Alaska will provide maps to producers through email with instructions for
completing the maps. After planting is complete, producers should return completed maps and the
acreage reporting sheet by mail or email.

After completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software
updates and email producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign. Producers
must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through the mail.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.



e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were
unable to plant. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no
later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk
Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it before the acreage reporting
deadline, you may provide the necessary documentation to FSA immediately upon receipt from the
certifying agent.

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Reports Record Enrollment in Key Farm Safety-Net
Programs

Producers signed a record 1.77 million contracts for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2019 crop year, which is
more than 107 percent of the total contracts signed compared with a 5-year average. USDA also
reminds producers that June 30 is the deadline to enroll in ARC and PLC for the 2020 crop year.

Producers interested in enrolling for 2020 should contact their FSA county office. Producers
must enroll by June 30 and make their one-time update to PLC payment yields by September
30.

FSA attributes the significant participation in the 2019 crop year ARC and PLC programs to
increased producer interest in the programs under the 2018 Farm Bill and to an increase in eligible
farms because of the selling and buying of farms and new opportunities for beginning farmers and
military veterans with farms having 10 or fewer base acres. Enrollment for 2019 ended March 16.

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only,
and field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will
continue to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at
farmers.gov/coronavirus.

For more information on ARC and PLC, download the program fact sheet or the 2014-2018 farm
bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election decision tools are available at
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. To locate the nearest USDA Service Center, visit farmers.qgov/service-
center-locator.
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Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in these meetings
and/or events should contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242, Erin Sturdivant,
Southern CED, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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