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Alaska FSA State Directors News

December is here and Christmas is coming. Thanksgiving
celebrations are behind us and we are reminded of the gratitude we
have for this bounteous land. Each holiday brings new reasons to
celebrate and memories from past holidays.

The traditions of Christmas are some of my favorite. The
Christmas Carol at the theatre. It does not matter who the actors
are, what theatre is sponsoring the play, but he story is

incredible. There are other great shows to see as well, especially if
a local community or highs school theatre, is putting one on.

Caroling is another traditional holiday favorite. Last year, my family
rented a motorhome and all the grandkids could pile in as we drove
from one friend’'s home to another. Most touching was when we
visited a friend who is a well driller and his wife. They came to the
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Northern County Office
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County Executive
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your operation or county.

door and heard us all sing and present our humble gifts. The visit
was a completely unexpected and welcome surprise on their

part. A holiday greeting from friends is something that had long
been missing in their lives. We look forward to doing this event
again this year. What will this Christmas bring to you and your
family? What will you give this Christmas and to whom?

On Christmas day the animal chores still must be done on time. It is
truly a joy when you find out your chores have been done by a
family member who rose earlier than you. When | was young, one
of my brothers did the milking for me and | have done the milking
for another. The Christmas spirit comes out in the cow barn in
more ways than one.

Merry Christmas to all.

All Alaska State and County FSA Offices will be closed on
December 25, 2019 and January 1, 2020.

Northern and Sothern County Farm Service Agency
Announces County Committee Election Results

Northern and Southern County U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency’s
(FSA) announced that County Committee elections are over and the ballots have been counted.

For the Northern County Farm Service Agency, Rebecca “Becky” Hammond of Fairbanks, AK was
elected to represent local administrative area (LAA) 1. Mark Kern of Salcha, AK will serve as the
first alternate. The other COC members are Robert Green and Steven Helkenn.

For the Southern County Farm Service Agency, Abby Ala of Soldotna, AK was elected to represent
local administrative area (LAA) 2. Amy Daugherty of Juneau, AK will serve as the first alternate.
The other COC members are Janet Dinwiddie and Rita Jo Shoultz.
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County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They
help deliver programs at the county level and work to serve the needs of local producers. All
recently elected county committee members will take office in January 2020 and will be joining the
existing committee. Every FSA office is required to have a county committee, and they are made up
of local farmers, ranchers and foresters who are elected by local producers.

Nearly 7,800 FSA county committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has
three to 11 elected members who serve three-year terms of office. One-third of county committee
seats are up for election each year. County committee members impact the administration of FSA
within a community by applying their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make important
decisions on its commodity support programs, conservation programs, indemnity and disaster
programs, emergency programs and eligibility.

County committee members impact producers through their decision making and help shape the
culture of a local FSA office. They also ensure the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm
programs in their counties and are accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. Members conduct
hearings and reviews as requested by the state committee, ensure underserved farmers, ranchers
and foresters are fairly represented, make recommendations to the state committee on existing
programs, monitor changes in farm programs and inform farmers of the purpose and provisions of
FSA programs. They also assist with outreach and inform underserved producers such as
beginning farmers, ranchers and foresters, about FSA opportunities.

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or contact Lloyd Wilhelm,
Northern County Executive Director/Farm Loan Manager, at (907) 895-4242,
lloyd.wilhelm@usda.gov. or Erin Sturdivant, Southern County Executive Director/Farm Loan
Manager, at (907) 761-7754 erin.sturdivant@usda.gov.

USDA Announces Opening Signup for Conservation Reserve
Program on December 9, 2019

USDA is opening signup for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) on December 9, 2019. The
deadline for agricultural producers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, while signup for
continuous CRP is ongoing.

Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental payment for voluntarily establishing
long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as
“covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally
productive agricultural lands.

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the cap to 27 million acres. This
means farmers and ranchers have a chance to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their
participation for another term.

By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, and restoring
habitat for wildlife. This in turn spurs hunting, fishing, recreation, tourism, and other economic
development across rural America.

CRP Enrollment Options
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General Signup

CRP general signup will be held annually. The competitive general signup will now include
increased opportunities for enrollment of wildlife habitat through the State Acres For Wildlife
Enhancement (SAFE) initiative.

Continuous Signup

While some practices under SAFE will remain available through continuous signup, CRP continuous
signup will focus primarily on water quality with the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR)
Initiative. The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes water quality practices such as contour grass strips, filter
strips, riparian buffers, wetlands and a new prairie strip.

USDA will also be working with Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) partners to
relaunch CREP continuous options in each state under new statutory provisions. CREP will
continue to target high-priority local, state or regional conservation concerns.

Grasslands Signups

CRP Grasslands signup helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland,
and pastureland and certain other lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. A separate
CRP Grasslands signup will be offered each year following general signup.

Pilot Programs

Later in 2020, (FSA will roll out pilot programs within CRP: CLEAR 30, which allows contracts
expiring with CLEAR practices to be reenrolled in 30-year contracts and in the Soil Health and
Income Protection Program (SHIPP) in the prairie pothole region. More information on these
programs will be announced in the new year.

Land Transition

The CRP Transition Incentives Program (TIP) is an option for producers interested in transitioning
land to a beginning farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group to return land
to production for sustainable grazing or crop production. CRP contract holders no longer need to be
a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their land. TIP participants may have a lease less
than five years with an option to purchase, and they have two years before the end of the CRP
contract to make conservation and land improvements.

Previously Expired Land

Land enrolled in CRP under a 15-year contract that expired in September 2017, 2018 or 2019, may
be eligible for enroliment if there was no opportunity for re-enrollment and the practice under the
expired contract has been maintained.

CRP Rates and Payments

FSA recently posted updated soil rental rates for CRP. County average rates are posted on the
CRP Statistics webpage. Soil rental rates are statutorily prorated at 90 percent for continuous
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signup and 85 percent for general signup. The rental rates will be assessed annually. Under
continuous signup, producers also receive incentives, including a signup incentive payment and a
practice incentive payment.

To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local
FSA office, visit farmers.qgov/service-locator.

USDA Extends Deadlines for Dairy Margin Coverage Program
and Market Facilitation Program to Dec. 20, 2019

Due to the prolonged and extensive impacts of weather events this year, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) today extended the deadline to December 20 for producers to enroll in the Dairy
Margin Coverage (DMC) program for the 2020 calendar year. The deadline had been December

13. USDA announced is also continuing to accept applications for the Market Facilitation Program
through December 20.

2019 has challenged the country’s ag sector — prevented or late planting followed by a delayed
harvest has been further complicated by wet and cold weather. Because many producers are still in
the field, time to conduct business at the local USDA office is at a premium. USDA hopes this
deadline extension will allow producers the opportunity to participate in these important programs.

Authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill and available through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), the
program offers reasonably priced protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all-
milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the
producer.

The Market Facilitation Program is part of a relief strategy to support American agricultural
producers while the Administration continues to work on free, fair, and reciprocal trade deals to
open more markets to help American farmers compete globally. MFP payments are aimed at
assisting farmers suffering from damage due to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations.

For more information, visit the DMC webpage, the MEP webpage or your local USDA service
center. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification

Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income
Certification. No program payment can be issued to an eligible producer, including landowners who
share in the crop, without a valid CCC-941 on file in the county office.

Producers without a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year will not receive payments. All
farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form.
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FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2017, 2018, and 2019. Unlike the past, producers must have the
CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

USDA Safety Net Program Enrollment Opens for 2019 and
2020

Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs — two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs — for
the 2019 and 2020 crop year.

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The
2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and updated both programs.

Signup for the 2019 crop year closes March 15, 2020, while signup for the 2020 crop year closes
June 30, 2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020
during the same visit to an FSA county office.

ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the
owner of the land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields
beginning with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together,
FSA can also update yield information during that visit.

Covered commoaodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.



More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC including two online decision tools that assist producers in
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC

webpage.

Supervised Credit

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Persons with disabilities who require accommaodations to attend or participate in these meetings
and/or events should contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242, Erin Sturdivant,
Southern CED, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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