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Alaska State FSA Director News

This Independence Day | bring up Benjamin Franklin, who had a
respect for farming and the people who worked the land. He called
Agriculture “the only honest way, wherein man receives a real
increase of the seed thrown into the ground in the kind of continual
miracle as a reward of his innocent life and his virtuous industry.

Did you know that Benjamin Franklin has been called the “Father of
Crop Insurance”? In 1788, Franklin wrote “I have sometimes
thought it might be well to establish an office of insurance for farms
against the damage that may occur to them from storms, blights,
insects, etc. A small sum paid by a number would repair such
losses and prevent much poverty and distress.” Our sister agency,
The Risk Management Agency sells crop insurance and FSA has
Noninsurance Assistance Program for non- covered crops.
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Northern County Office
PO Box 585
Delta Junction, AK 99737

County Executive
Director/Farm Loan
Manager Lloyd Wilhelm
907-895-4242 ext 150
Fax: 855-711-9095
Email:
lloyd.wilhelm@usda.gov

Southern County Office
800 W Evergreen, Ste 216
Palmer, AK 99645

County Executive
Director/Farm Loan
Manager Erin Sturdivant
907-761-7754

Fax: 907-761-7789
Email:
erin.sturdivant@usda.gov

Hours Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Committee Meetings:
Northern Co TBA

Throughout his life, Franklin helped promote the sharing of
agricultural knowledge and products between countries. Besides
silk from China, he has been attributed with introducing Scotch
kale, Swiss barley, Chinese rhubarb, and kohlrabi to the colonies
from Europe. He introduced Timothy grass to England, along with
Newtown Pippin apples. The French benefited from his bringing
several trees, nuts, and shrubs to France from both England and
the colonies.

Franklin became a publisher and printed Poor Richards Almanack
which sold 10,000 copies a year. It included many aphorisms
about success. Some | remember from my youth are; Early to bed,
makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise; God helps them that helps
themselves; Well done is better than well said.

He was one of the contributors and signers to the Declaration of
Independence and urged the body that the Declaration be adopted
unanimously, saying “we must, indeed, all hang together, or most
assuredly we shall all hang separately”. May your Independence
Day celebrations remember patriots like Benjamin Franklin who
contributed so much to the creation of this country.

Southern Co Aug. 13, 10:00
am

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or county

Nominations Opened June 15 for the 2019 County Committee
Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers,
ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in the Northern and Southern County
Committee election nomination process which opens June 15.

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow
grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and
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equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision
making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are
open for election each year. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a committee member
or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following requirements: (1) be a producer with an
interest in farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA program provided
for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements,
and (6) reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be serving. County
committees may have one or more appointed advisors to further represent the local interests of
underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other
minority farmers and ranchers and land owners and/or operators who have limited resources. Other
minority groups including Native American and Alaska Natives; persons under the poverty level, and
persons that have disabilities are also considered underserved.

All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA
service center by Aug. 1, 2019. For more information on FSA county committee elections and
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member
available online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or www.fsa.usda.gov/ak.

This year, nominations and elections will be held in the following Alaska LAAs:
Northern County LAA-1

LAA-1 Includes the area that encompasses the following areas: North Slope, Northwest
Arctic,Yukon-Koyukuk and Nome Census areas, as well as the Denali and Fairbanks North Star
Borough.

Southern County LAA -2

LAA-2 Includes the municipality of Anchorage, Valdez/Cordova Census area south of Chugach
Mtns. Kenai Peninsula Borough north of Kasilof River.

For more information about county committees, please contact the Northern County FSA office at
907-895-4242 and the Southern County FSA office at 907-761-7754 or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or www.fsa.usda.gov/ak .

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit
the County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for all Alaska:

For 2019 crop year

July 15, 2019 All other crops, CRP, Perennial Forage
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For 2020 crop year

September 30, 2019 Value-loss crops and controlled environment crops
(except Nursery)
December 15, 2019 Fall-Seeded Small Grains
January 2, 2020 Honey
May 31, 2020 Nursery
The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local County
FSA office.

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage
Changes to July 15

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial
forage for 2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or
failed acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for
livestock owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility.

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following:

e the established acreage reporting date (July 15)

e 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being
reported

e the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period.



USDA Offers Producers Options to Re-enroll or Extend
Expiring CRP Contracts

Farmers and ranchers with expiring Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts may now re-
enroll in certain CRP continuous signup practices or, if eligible, select a one-year contract
extension. USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is also accepting offers from landowners who want
to enroll for the first time in one of the country’s largest conservation programs. FSA’s 52" signup
for CRP runs from June 3 to August 23.

This year's CRP continuous signup includes practices such as grass waterways, filter strips, riparian
buffers, wetland restoration and others. View a full list of practices approved for this

signup. Continuous signup contracts last for 10 to 15 years. Soil rental rates are set at 90 percent
of 2018 rates. Incentive payments are not offered for these practices.

Producers interested in applying for CRP continuous practices, including those under existing
CREP agreements, or who want to extend their contract, should contact their USDA service center
by August 23.

To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. More information on CRP can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Report Changes in the Intended use of a Crop: Grain to Hay —
Haying to Grazing — Silage to Hay

Conditions may have changed since you planted and certified the intended use of your crop. Plans
may have changed due to lack of precipitation, heat and high winds, lack of irrigation water or
because of storm damages such as hail.

If your plans have changed and you're going to graze instead of hay your crop or cut for hay or
silage instead of harvesting for grain, then you must report the change of intended use to the FSA
County Office. Failure to timely report your decision to change the use of crops can result in the loss
of Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) benefits. Producers can report the change
in intended use of a crop up until the final acreage reporting deadline.

When grass fails to meet your pasture needs, you may consider grazing hay fields rather than
harvesting third or fourth cuttings. Changing the use to grazing may require producers to meet with
the FSA appraiser and establish representative samples for a fall appraisal.

Crops with NAP coverage that will not be harvested must be inspected by an FSA Loss Adjuster in
order to maintain NAP eligibility. Destruction of the crop or allowing deterioration of the crop without
an inspection can result in the loss of program eligibility.

Failure to timely report these changes can result in the loss of NAP benefits. All producers
considering a change of intended use, destruction of the crop prior to the end of the crop year, or
those who may be unsure of their certification should contact the FSA County office for more
information.
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Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and
service direct loans.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm
chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related
debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum loan
amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment
terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan.
Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed
40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or
operating loan.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.



https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fmicroloans%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=01%7C01%7C%7Cd12aa0f52c70490ba52508d704a167bf%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&sdata=A%2FTYspikAsgwZxURLEaoXByqnOwaP2aE1f9tK8Czwnk%3D&reserved=0

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.

Persons with disabilities who require accommaodations to attend or participate in these meetings
and/or events should contact Lloyd Wilhelm, Northern CED, at (907) 895-4242, Erin Sturdivant,
Southern CED, at (907) 761-7754 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339..

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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