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Alaska FSA State Director News - USDA 
Reminds Farmers and Ranchers of 
Sept. 9 Program Deadline to Offset 
Transportation Costs in Alaska 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that 
beginning July 18, farmers and ranchers residing outside the 
contiguous continental United States can enroll in the 
Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment Program (RTCP) 
for fiscal year 2016.  Applicants must submit their application to 
their administrative county FSA office by Sept. 9, 2016. 
Applicants will have until Nov. 4, 2016, to provide supporting 
documentation. 

The 2014 Farm Bill reauthorized the program, which offsets a 
portion of the costs of transporting agricultural products over 
long distances. The program allows farmers and ranchers in 
Alaska, Hawaii and insular areas including the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, Commonwealth of 
Northern Mariana Islands, Federated States of Micronesia,  
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Republic of the Marshall Islands, Republic of Palau and the 
Virgin Islands of the United States to recover transportation 
costs.  

Payments are calculated based on the costs incurred for 
transportation of the agricultural commodity or inputs, subject to 
an $8,000 per producer cap per federal fiscal year.  

For more information on RTCP, farmers and ranchers in the 
eligible areas can visit their FSA county office or the FSA 
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ak 

 

FSA Offers Improved Program to Limit 
Losses on Forages 

Reduced forage quality is now considered a production loss for 
weather disaster assistance coverage under the new buy-up 
provisions of the Farm Service Agency (FSA) Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP).    

This safety net is important for cattlemen who produce non-
insurable forages for feeding livestock. Previously, FSA only 
considered a decrease in overall forage tonnage produced when 
determining if the producer suffered a compensable loss after a 
qualifying weather event.  Under FSA’s new NAP buy-up 
provisions, a decrease in forage quality – such as protein 
content – is also considered.    

To receive coverage for the 2017 crop year, producers must 
enroll their eligible forage in NAP by September 30, 2016.  
Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or 
ranchers are eligible for a waiver of the NAP service fee and a 
50 percent premium reduction in buy-up provisions.  

For more information on NAP, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

 

USDA Climate Hub Building Block: Conservation of Sensitive 
Lands 

USDA Climate Hubs are working with producers, ranchers, pasture and forest landowners to 
effectively partner in ways to help reduce climate change. To aid in this partnership, USDA 
established the 10 Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry.   

One such Building Block is the “Conservation of Sensitive Lands”.  The term “sensitive lands” 
denotes soils and landscapes that are valuable due to properties (e.g., high organic matter, wet 
hydrology) and/or function (e.g., wildlife habitat, filtration, and hydrologic storage). Typical examples  
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of these soils are organic rich histosols, floodplains, or wetlands along riparian areas. Properties 
and functions of these soils are easily disrupted from agricultural or urban land use.   

Sensitive lands that are used for agricultural production can be protected by changes in land use 
(long-term cover). This reduction in land use intensity can provide multiple environmental benefits, 
including substantial GHG mitigation that occurs as carbon is sequestered or preserved in soils and 
vegetation. When land is removed from crop production, several activities—including tillage, 
nitrogen fertilization, and energy use—are substantially reduced or eliminated, generating additional 
GHG mitigation.   

FSA and NRCS are committed to identifying these sensitive lands and encouraging landowners, 
farmers, and ranchers to voluntarily adopt conservation systems--using financial and technical 
assistance--to generate GHG benefits. To read more about Conservation of Sensitive Lands, click 
the following link: http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/building_blocks/4_SensitiveLands.pdf  

For more information about the USDA Climate Hubs click here: 
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/ 

 

Breaking New Ground 

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.   

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.    

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits.   

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary. 

 

New USDA Commitments to Help Build Up Next Generation of 
Farmers and Ranchers 

USDA prioritized $5.6 billion over the next two years within USDA programs and services that serve 
new and beginning farmers and ranchers. A new, tailored web tool was designed to connect 
burgeoning farm entrepreneurs with programs and resources available to help them get started.   

The new web tool is available at www.usda.gov/newfarmers. The site was designed based on 
feedback from new and beginning farmers and ranchers around the country, who cited unfamiliarity 
with programs and resources as a challenge to starting and expanding their operations. The site  
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features advice and guidance on everything a new farm business owner needs to know, from writing 
a business plan, to obtaining a loan to grow their business, to filing taxes as a new small business 
owner. By answering a series of questions about their operation, farmers can use the site’s 
Discovery Tool to build a personalized set of recommendations of USDA programs and services 
that may meet their needs.   

Using the new web tool and other outreach activities, and operating within its existing resources, 
USDA has set a new goal of increasing beginning farmer and rancher participation by an additional 
6.6 percent across key USDA programs, which were established or strengthened by the 2014 Farm 
Bill, for a total investment value of approximately $5.6 billion. Programs were targeted for expanded 
outreach and commitment based on their impact on expanding opportunity for new and beginning 
farmers and ranchers, including starting or expanding an operation, developing new markets, 
supporting more effective farming and conservation practices, and having access to relevant 
training and education opportunities. USDA will provide quarterly updates on its progress towards 
meeting its goal. A full explanation of the investment targets, benchmarks and outcomes is available 
at: BFR-Commitment-Factsheet.  

As the average age of the American farmer now exceeds 58 years, and data shows that almost 10 
percent of farmland in the continental United States will change hands in the next five years, we 
have no time to lose in getting more new farmers and ranchers established. Equally important is 
encouraging young people to pursue careers in industries that support American agriculture. 
According to an employment outlook report released by USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) and Purdue University, one of the best fields for new college graduates is 
agriculture. Nearly 60,000 high-skilled agriculture job openings are expected annually in the United 
States for the next five years, yet only 35,000 graduates with a bachelor’s degree or higher in 
agriculture related fields are expected to be available to fill them. The report also shows that women 
make up more than half of the food, agriculture, renewable natural resources, and environment 
higher education graduates in the United States. USDA recently released a series of fact sheets 
showcasing the impact of women in agriculture nationwide.   

The announcement builds on USDA’s ongoing work to engage its resources to inspire a strong next 
generation of farmers and ranchers by improving access to land and capital; building market 
opportunities; extending conservation opportunities; offering appropriate risk management tools; 
and increasing outreach and technical support. To learn more about USDA’s efforts, visit the 
Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Results Page. 

 

Loan Servicing 
There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a 
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to 
learn about the options available to you. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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