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Eligibility for Nominations for the 2019 
County Committee Elections  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day 
operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local 
administration of federal farm programs. 

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers 
responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm 
programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to 
the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a 
local decision making and farm program delivery process. 

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members 
from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a 
three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a 
committee member or alternate, a person must fulfill each of the 
following requirements: (1) be a producer with an interest in farming 
or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA 
program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal 
voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements, and (6) 
reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be 
serving. 

All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or 
received in the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2019. For 
more information on FSA county committee elections and 
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and 
Hold Office as a COC Member available online at: 
fsa.usda.gov/elections. 
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USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage 
Changes to July 15 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial 
forage for 2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all 
states, except for Hawaii and Puerto Rico.  

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or failed 
acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for livestock 
owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility. 

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following: 

• the established acreage reporting date (July 15) 
• 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being 

reported 
• the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period. 

 
USDA Reopens Continuous CRP Signup 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept applications beginning June 3, 2019, for certain 
practices under the continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup and will offer extensions 
for expiring CRP contracts. The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized CRP, one of the country’s largest 
conservation programs. 

FSA stopped accepting applications last fall for the continuous CRP signup when 2014 Farm Bill 
authority expired. Since passage of the 2018 Farm Bill last December, Fordyce said FSA has carefully 
analyzed the language and determined that a limited signup prioritizing water-quality practices 
furthers conservation goals and makes sense for producers as FSA works to fully implement the 
program.  

Continuous CRP Signup 

This year’s signup will include such practices as grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, 
wetland restoration and others. View a full list of practices approved for this program. 

Continuous signup enrollment contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration. Soil rental rates will be set at 
90 percent of the existing rates. Incentive payments will not be offered for these contracts. 

Other CRP Signup Options 

FSA will open a CRP general signup in December 2019 and a CRP Grasslands signup later.  

CRP Contract Extensions 

A one-year extension will be offered to existing CRP participants who have expiring CRP contracts of 
14 years or less. Producers eligible for an extension will receive a letter describing their options. 
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Alternatively, producers with expiring contracts may have the option to enroll in the Transition 
Incentives Program, which provides two additional annual rental payments on the condition the land is 
sold or rented to a beginning farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group. 

More Information 

Producers interested in applying for continuous CRP practices, including those under existing CREP 
agreements, or who need an extension, should contact their USDA service center beginning June 3. 
To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. More information on CRP can be found at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

 
Double-Cropping 
Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee recommended 
changes or additions to specific combinations of crops. 

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and 
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a 
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the 
county committee must be approved by the state committee. 

Double-cropping is approved in Alabama on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA Office 
for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.  

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double 
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee. 

 
2019 Acreage Reporting Dates  
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines. Beginning with the 2019 crop year, the acreage reporting date is 
established as July 15 for perennial forage. The following upcoming acreage reporting dates are 
applicable for Alabama: 

March 15, 2019          Pecans, Potatoes (planted Jan. 1- Mar. 1) 

May 15, 2019              Sweet Corn, Potatoes (planted Mar. 2-Apr. 15), Tobacco, Tomatoes 

May 31, 2019              Nursery Crops 

July 15, 2019              PRF/Perennial Forage, CRP and All Other Crops 

September 30, 2019 – Value loss and controlled environment crops, with the exception of Nursery 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates for Alabama: 
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• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.   

• If a producer is subject to a growing season inspection, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office. 

 
Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on Cropland 
Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service 
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or 
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base 
acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base acres 
on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar panels might impact 
payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments. 

 
Reporting Wind Turbines Constructed on Cropland 
Producers who have wind turbines constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service 
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or 
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base 
acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base acres 
on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for wind turbines might impact 
payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments. 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to 
beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have 
small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 



ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses 
since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office. 

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. 
FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 

program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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