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USDA Announces Enrollment Period for 
Safety Net Coverage in 2018 
FSA today announced that starting Nov. 1, 2017, farmers and 
ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 
2018 crop year. The enrollment period will end on Aug. 1, 2018.  

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-
year, producers must enroll by signing a contract each 
program year.   

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 
enrollment period will not be eligible for financial assistance from 
the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or 
farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks 
established by the program. Producers who made their elections in 
previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill 
and offer a safety net to agricultural producers when there is a 
substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. 
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small 
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard 
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower 
seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton 
is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these 
programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local 
FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Alabama FSA Announces Changes to Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for Crop Year 2018 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), administered by the USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), provides financial assistance to producers of non-insurable crops to protect 
against natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop losses, or prevented planting.  

Changes to NAP authorized in Alabama for crop year 2018 are as follows: irrigation is required for 
planting one and planting two of annual fruit and vegetable NAP crops for the 2018 crop year.  

Producers may be asked to provide some or all of the following documentation to their local FSA 
office when filing a NAP Notice of Loss: 

• fertilizer bills and date of application 
• herbicide bills and date of application 
• fungicide bills and date of application 
• land preparation and cultivation practices 
• planting/harvest dates 
• verifiable marketing plans 
• labor contracts 
• crop transportation plan and type 
• cooling and washing facilities 
• reliable and verifiable chemical receipts with official letterhead only (follow all Federal label 

laws applicable to fruits and vegetables as this could require soil chemical analysis) 
• verifiable or reliable production records with vendor contact information   

Eligible producers can apply for coverage using form CCC-471, "Application for Coverage." 
Producers must file the application and pay an administrative service fee prior to the application 
closing date for the crop being insured. Most spring-seeded crops and permanent pasture have an 
application closing date of Feb. 28. The service fee is the lesser of $250 per crop or $750 per 
producer per administrative county, not to exceed a total of $1,875 for a producer with farming 
interests in multiple counties. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers may request a waiver of the service 
fee and a 50 percent premium reduction when the application for coverage is filed. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact your local FSA 
office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Malted Grains and Maple Syrup Eligible for Farm Storage 
Facility Loans 
Malted small grains and maple syrup are now eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) 
through the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).   

FSFLs provide low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade storage facilities and to 
purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.  
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The eligible commodities have been expanded to include malted small grains and maple syrup. 
Eligible malted small grains include barley, oats, rice, rye and wheat. Maple sap is used to produce 
maple syrup.   

The low-interest funds can be used for: 

• bottler or filling systems for maple syrup, excluding containers 
• equipment to improve, maintain, or monitor the quality of stored FSFL commodities, such as 

cleaners, moisture testers, heat detectors, along with a proposed storage facility 
• handling and drying equipment determined by the County Committee to be needed and 

essential to the proper functioning of a storage system 
• electrical equipment, such as pumps, lighting, motors, and wiring, integral to the proper 

operation of the storage and handling equipment, excluding installing electric service to the 
electrical meter.   

FSFLs are not available for the actual processing of the small grain into the malted commodity or 
maple sap into maple syrup. Additionally, purchased commodities are not eligible for FSFLs.  

The following storage and handling equipment is ineligible for FSFLs:   

• boiling equipment 
• feed handling and processing equipment 
• production and feed facilities 
• structures of a temporary nature not having a useful life of the term of the loan 
• maple sap tubing and pumping systems.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans exceeding 
$50,000 require additional security.  

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers.  

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA office.  

 
2015, 2016 and 2017 Average Adjusted Gross Income 
Compliance Reviews 
The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2015, 2016 and 2017 are conducted on producers 
who the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7 
CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of eligibility or 
ineligibility.   

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation of $900,000, receivables 
will be established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the 
$900,000 limitation. The Alabama FSA Office has begun notifying producers selected for review. If 
you have any questions about the review process or determinations, please contact William 
Henderson at the Alabama FSA Office at 334-279-3529. Producers who receive initial debt 
notification letters may only appeal the amount of the debt to their local FSA office. Payment 
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eligibility adverse determinations become administratively final 30 days from the date of the 
payment eligibility adverse determination letter and can only be reopened if exceptional 
circumstances exist that prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal.  

 
Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income 
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the 
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.    

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross 
income provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm 
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2016 LDPs 
and Market Gains.   

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015, 2016 and 2017. Unlike the past, producers must have the 
CCC-941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued.  

 
Reporting Organic Crops 
Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price 
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.   

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage.  

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a 
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include:  

• name of certified individuals 
• address 
• telephone number 
• effective date of certification 
• certificate number 
• list of commodities certified 
• name and address of certifying agent 
• a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer 

zone acreage  

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from 
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written 
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of 
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage.  

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov.  
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2018 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

The following upcoming acreage reporting dates are applicable for Alabama:  

November 15, 2017    Apiculture, PRF/Perennial Forage, Onions 

January 2, 2018          Honey (If colonies are acquired after January 2, 2018, the crop must be 
reported within 30 calendar days of the date colonies of bees are acquired, brought into, or removed 
from the county.) 

January 15, 2018        Blueberries, Canola, Rapeseed, Fall Oats, Peaches, Fall Wheat 

March 15, 2018           Pecans, Potatoes (planted Jan. 1- Mar. 1) 

May 15, 2018              Sweet Corn, Potatoes (planted Mar. 2-Apr. 15), Tobacco, Tomatoes 

May 31, 2018              Nursery Crops 

July 15, 2018               CRP and All Other Crops 

September 30, 2018   Aquaculture and Value Loss Crops  

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines.   

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:  

• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.   

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.   

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.   

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.  

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA 
office.  

 
Supervised Credit 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans 
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our 



goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help 
borrowers through training and credit counseling.  

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this 
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your 
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the 
success of the farming operation, but FSA’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools 
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.  

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations.  

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living 
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.  

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.    

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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