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2016 PLC Payment Rates and ARC Actual 
Prices for Wheat, Barley and Oats 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 provides for payments for covered 
commodities through the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program when the 
market year average price is below the reference price. Agricultural Risk 
Coverage (ARC) program payments are triggered when the actual 
revenue is below the guarantee established for the program.  

The Marketing Year Average (MYA) price for wheat, barley and oats was 
announced June 29, resulting in a PLC payment rate of $1.61 per bushel 
for 2016 wheat and $0.34 per bushel for 2016 oats. There is no PLC 
payment on 2016 barley.  

For Agriculture Loss Coverage – County (ARC-CO), actual crop revenue 
is calculated by multiplying the actual average yield for your county times 
the higher of the MYA price or the national loan rate. For 2016, the 
following prices have been set – wheat at $3.89 per bushel; barley at 
$4.96 per bushel; and oats at $2.06 per bushel. 2016 county yields will 
not be available until this fall.  

Agriculture Loss Coverage–Individual Option (ARC-IC) will utilize the 
same prices as ARC-CO, however the actual crop revenue cannot be 
calculated until participating producers report all production for all 
covered commodities planted on the farm and all MYA prices for all 
covered commodities planted on the farm are known. Both of these 
items are necessary to calculate the ARC-IC actual revenue for the 
farm.  
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All 2016 ARC and PLC payments cannot be made until after Oct. 1, 
2017, or the announcement of the final 2016 MYA price for the 
applicable covered commodity.  

For information on release dates for MYA prices, ARC-CO yields and 
projected and final PLC payment rates, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc 
and click on the “ARC/PLC Program Data” link.  

 

 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides 
emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses 
due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by 
other agricultural disaster assistance programs.   

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse 
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost 
associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.                 

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost 
of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, 
colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including 
CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.  

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.  

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2016 to Sept. 
30, 2017 must file:  

• A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by Nov. 1, 2017 
• An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2017   

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.   

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:  

• ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet  
• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet   

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.  
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Elections for the 2017 County Committee  
Elections for USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) County Committees are underway.    

It is important that every eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county 
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the USDA.   

County committee members are a critical component of FSA operations.  Committees should be 
comprised of members who reflect the diversity of producers involved in production agriculture in their 
counties.  This means that producers representing underserved groups or communities should be on 
the committee to speak on behalf of their constituency.    

Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and land 
owners and/or operators who have limited resources. Other minority groups including Native American 
and Alaska Natives; persons under the poverty level, and persons that have disabilities are also 
considered underserved.  

County committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters on Nov. 6, 2017.  The last day to 
return completed ballots to the local USDA service center is Dec. 4, 2017.  

For more information on eligibility to serve on FSA county committees, visit: w.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

 
Organic Certification Cost Share Program 
The Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) provides cost share assistance to producers 
and handlers of agricultural products who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the National 
Organic Program (NOP). Certified operations may receive up to 75 percent of their certification costs 
paid from Oct. 1, 2016, through Sept. 30, 2017, not to exceed $750 per certification scope.  

Eligible costs include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency 
agreement/arrangement requirements, travel/per diem for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and 
postage.  

Ineligible costs include equipment, materials, supplies, transitional certification fees, late fees and 
inspections necessary to address National Organic Program regulatory violations. 

Producers and handlers may submit OCCSP applications to FSA county offices or they may apply 
through participating State Agencies, which will be listed at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/occsp/index as their agreements to administer the program are finalized. 

The FSA OCCSP application form is available at USDA's eForms site, by selecting "Browse forms" and 
entering "OCCSP" in the "title or keywords" field on the search page. 

To learn more about organic certification cost share, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic or contact a local 
FSA office by visiting http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Payments to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all program 
conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of death.   
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If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to becoming deceased, the following is the order of 
precedence of the representatives of the producer:  

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law   

In order for FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a 
form FSA-325, to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify and 
determine that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment 
issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline for such form, by the deceased or a person legally 
authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application.  

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the participant 
who is deceased, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal authority to 
submit the form to compel FSA to pay the deceased participant.   

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program 
participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset 
regulations for debts owed by the deceased.   

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program benefits 
that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared incompetent.  

 
Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped 
up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral should 
remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan. 

 
Power of Attorney 
For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work schedules, distance, 
health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form available that enables you to designate another person 
to conduct your business at the office. If you are interested, please contact our office or any Farm 
Service Agency office near you for more information. Power of Attorney provisions do not apply to farm 
loan programs.   

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to Land  



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful to 
beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have 
small and mid-sized farming operations.  

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, 
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and 
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses 
since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.  

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, 
expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their 
operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be issued to the applicant 
directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your 
local FSA office.  

 
USDA to Provide Agricultural Credit Training, Expand 
Opportunities for Farmer Veterans and Beginning Farmers 
USDA is partnering with the Farmer Veteran Coalition (FVC) to conduct agricultural credit training 
sessions in the Midwest for military veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers. States under 
consideration to host the workshops include Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, and 
Nebraska.    

These workshops will provide individuals interested in farming as a career, including military veterans, 
with methods to improve business planning and financial skills, and improve understanding of the risk 
management tools that can help small farm operations.  

Other partners include Niman Ranch a community network of more than 700 independent family 
farmers and ranchers, and the Farm Credit Council and the Farm Credit System, which provides loans, 
leases and financial services to farmers, ranchers and rural businesses across the United States. The 
workshops will also include assistance with credit applications and introductions to local or regional food 
markets.  

To learn more about veterans in agriculture, visit www.usda.gov/veterans. Visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to learn more about FSA's 
farm loan programs. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. More information also is 
available from the Farmer Veteran Coalition at www.farmvetco.org. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwODE0Ljc2OTY3OTgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDgxNC43Njk2Nzk4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3NjQ4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&110&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwODE0Ljc2OTY3OTgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDgxNC43Njk2Nzk4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3NjQ4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&111&&&http://www.usda.gov/veterans
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwODE0Ljc2OTY3OTgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDgxNC43Njk2Nzk4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3NjQ4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&112&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwODE0Ljc2OTY3OTgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDgxNC43Njk2Nzk4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3NjQ4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&113&&&http://offices.usda.gov/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwODE0Ljc2OTY3OTgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDgxNC43Njk2Nzk4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE3NjQ4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dGFtbXkuYS5qb25lc0BhbC51c2RhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&114&&&http://www.farmvetco.org/

	August 2017
	Alabama FSA Newsletter
	Alabama Farm Service Agency

	2016 PLC Payment Rates and ARC Actual Prices for Wheat, Barley and Oats
	Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
	Elections for the 2017 County Committee 
	Organic Certification Cost Share Program
	Payments to Deceased Producers
	Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain
	Power of Attorney
	USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve Property
	USDA to Provide Agricultural Credit Training, Expand Opportunities for Farmer Veterans and Beginning Farmers

