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Dates to Remember 
  

June 19 Offices Closed for Juneteenth  

June 28 Grassland CRP signup deadline 

July 4 Offices Closed for Independence Day 

July 15 Crop Acreage Reporting Deadline for many crops 

Oct 31 Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) Deadline 
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The Maine Message 
In recognition of National Cheese Day, June 4th, I had the pleasure to meet with a local 
cheese producer and tour their operation.  It was a great day of learning and I certainly 
appreciate the time they took out of their busy schedule to share their passion with 
me.  Having the opportunity to visit with our Maine producers is one of my favorite things to 
do! If you would like to get on our schedule to host a visit, please reach out to your local office, 
or contact me directly. 

While Juneteenth may not be a typical national day in agriculture, this federal holiday in the 
U.S. commemorates the emancipation of African American slaves. On AGDAILY’s diversity 
page, there are many feature articles created in partnership with the American Farmland 
Trust on the history of minorities in the agriculture industry. Here are just a few: 

• The next generation of Black agriculturalists: Inspired by history to achieve excellence 
• Mirhonda Good on FFA — What this generation needs now 
• Sweet Jones Farms: Raising food, family, and new farmers 
• A taste of home: Changing the world through fresh food 

Also in June, USDA 2024 Departmental LGBTQI+ Pride Month theme, “Cultivating 
Resilience; Harvesting Hope” recognizes the contributions of LGBTQI+ Americans to our 
community, and more specifically, to agriculture. More information on Pride Month can be 
found here: Information about Pride Month. 

In case you missed it, USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports – Agricultural 
producers should make an appointment with their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to 
complete crop acreage reports before the applicable deadline after planting is complete.  July 
15th is a major deadline for most crops but acreage reporting deadlines vary by county and by 
crop.  Click here to find your local FSA office: USDA Service Centers. 

As always, please reach out with any questions and concerns. 

Thank you, 

 
     Sherry Hamel, SED 

 

USDA Reminds Producers of Climate-Smart 
Opportunities Using Farm Loan Programs 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) reminds agricultural producers that Farm Loan Programs 
can be used to support a variety of climate-smart agriculture 
practices, which build on many practices that farmers and 
ranchers already use, like cover cropping, nutrient management 
and conservation tillage. 

Climate-smart agricultural practices generate significant environmental benefits by capturing 
and sequestering carbon, improving water management, restoring soil health and more. Farm 
loan funding complements other tools to help producers adopt climate-smart practices, such 
as FSA’s Conservation Reserve Program, crop insurance options that support conservation, 
and conservation programs offered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS). 

FSA offers multiple types of loans to help farmers and ranchers start, expand or maintain a 
family agricultural operation. These loans can provide the capital needed to invest in climate-
smart practices and equipment including the establishment of rotational grazing systems, 
precision agriculture equipment or machinery for conversion to no-till residue management. 
Additionally, for programs like Conservation Reserve Program and NRCS conservation 
programs where USDA and the producer share the implementation cost, a farm loan could be 
used for the producer’s share, if consistent with the authorized loan purpose. 

Some additional ways farm loans can be leveraged to invest in climate-smart agriculture 
practices or equipment include: 

• Precision Agriculture Equipment - Eligible producers could use a Term Operating 
Loan to purchase equipment like GPS globes, monitors, or strip till fertilizer 
equipment. 

• Cover Crops - Eligible producers could use an Annual Operating Loan for seed costs. 
• No/Reduced Till - Eligible producers could use a Term Operating Loan to purchase 

equipment. 
• Livestock Facility Air Scrubber or Waste Treatment - Eligible producers could use 

a Farm Ownership Loan for capital improvements to livestock facilities. 
• Cross Fencing - Eligible producers could use an Annual or Term Operating Loan to 

purchase fencing and installation equipment. 
Visit the Climate-Smart Agriculture and Forestry webpage on farmers.gov to learn more and 
see detailed examples of how an FSA farm loan can support climate-smart agriculture 
practices. 

  
 

USDA Now Accepting Applications for Available Funds 
to Help Cover Organic Certification Costs 
Through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) will cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a maximum of $750 per 
certification category. FSA is now accepting applications, and organic producers and handlers 
should apply for OCCSP by the Oct. 31, 2024, deadline for eligible expenses incurred from 
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Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. FSA will issue payments as applications are received and 
approved. 

OCCSP was part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack on May 15, 2024, which also included the Organic Market Development Grant 
program and Organic Transition Initiative. 

Eligible Applicants, Expenses and Categories 

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of organic agricultural 
commodities for expenses incurred obtaining or maintaining organic certification under 
USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible OCCSP applicants include any certified organic 
producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited 
certifying agent. 

Cost share assistance covers expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees 
related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, inspector travel expenses, 
user fees, sales assessments and postage. OCCSP pays a maximum of $750 per certification 
category for crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling, and state organic program fees 
(California only). 

How to Apply 

To apply, producers and handlers should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center and 
be prepared to provide documentation of organic certification and eligible expenses. OCCSP 
applications can also be submitted through participating state departments of agriculture.  For 
more information, visit the OCCSP webpage. 

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture   

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer 
OCCSP. FSA posted a funding opportunity summary on grants.gov and will electronically mail 
the Notice of Funding Opportunity to all eligible state departments of agriculture. Applications 
are due July 12, 2024. 

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state 
department of agriculture and FSA county offices in that state will accept OCCSP applications 
and make payments to eligible certified operations. Producers or handlers can receive 
OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state department of agriculture but not 
both. 

More Information 

USDA offers other assistance for organic producers, including the Organic Transition Initiative 
(OTI), which includes direct farmer assistance for organic production and processing and 
conservation. For more information on organic agriculture, visit farmers.gov/organic. 

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service Center. 
Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm loans and 
view other farm records data and customer information by logging into their farmers.gov 
account. If you don’t have an account, sign up today. 
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USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland 
and Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These 
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking 
for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 
Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, 
tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can 
be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 

USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online 
Disaster Assistance Decision Tool for Livestock, 
Honey Bee and Farm-Raised Fish Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture, in partnership with FarmRaise, today launched a new, 
online Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) Decision Tool. The USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) tool is designed to assist 
agricultural producers who have been impacted by natural disasters access available program 
support. This ELAP Decision Tool, a component of a broader disaster assistance program 
educational module, further expands the library of online FSA disaster and farm loan program 
reference resources and decision aids currently available to agricultural producers on the 
FarmRaise FSA educational hub. The Decision Tool is a resource only and is not an 
application for benefits or a determination of eligibility.   

ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster assistance 
programs. The program provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honey 
bee, and farm-raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including 
drought, blizzards, disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed 
losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling livestock to grazing acres due 
to an eligible loss condition. ELAP also covers certain mortality losses, due to an eligible 
condition, for livestock including honey bees and farm-raised fish as well as honey bee hive 
losses.   

New FarmRaise Tools and Resources   

FarmRaise, in partnership with FSA, recently launched their online, educational hub – the 
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub – comprised of videos, tools and interactive resources that 
enable USDA cooperators and agricultural producers to learn about and access major FSA 
programs.     
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A new addition to the hub, the ELAP Decision Tool helps eligible producers impacted by 
qualifying natural disasters and other eligible causes of loss better understand program 
eligibility and application requirements, learn about record-keeping and supporting loss 
documentation requirements and track the steps needed before applying for program benefits. 
The document generated by the ELAP Decision Tool can be used to support the ELAP 
application process, but it is not a program application. Producers will need to complete and 
submit the ELAP Application to their local FSA county office. Upon request, applicants may be 
asked to provide additional supporting documentation per the program requirements.     

Through use of the ELAP Decision Tool, producers can segment by loss type (honey bee, 
farm-raised fish and livestock). This enables easier navigation, as guided by the tool, to 
assistance available to meet specific disaster recovery needs. After entering the type of loss, 
identifying the loss condition and entering their inventory and loss information, producers are 
guided through a worksheet that helps identify required loss documentation —   
documentation (i.e., pictures, receipts, truck logs, etc.) that can be uploaded through the 
ELAP tool and sent directly to the producer’s local FSA county office, or producers can 
provide a copy of the tool-generated worksheet summary document when they visit their local 
FSA county office to complete and submit the required ELAP application.   

Additional FarmRaise Resources    

The previously announced Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool, also available 
through the  FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub, assists livestock producers who suffered 
losses from eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as cooperators 
who are helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available federal disaster 
assistance programs. The LIP Decision Tool gives producers guidance on what is needed to 
gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of time needed to 
complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver much-needed assistance 
faster. Using the LIP Decision Tool is not an application for benefits or a determination of 
eligibility.    

In addition to the new ELAP Decision Tool and the LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise | FSA 
Educational Hub offers several, easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos designed 
to introduce producers to FSA’s many farm loan programs options and guide them through the 
application process.    

More FSA program resources and tools will continue to be added to the FarmRaise | FSA 
Educational Hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the 
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub often to access all available educational resources.     

  

 

Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers 
with Real Estate Security 
Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers 
must obtain prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction 
that affects real estate security. These transactions include, but are not limited to: 
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• Leases of any kind 
• Easements of any kind 
• Subordinations 
• Partial releases 
• Sales 

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other 
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current 
and future loans. 

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or 
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on 
borrower responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass. 

 

Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records Mapping 
Q&A with Gwen Uecker 
In this Ask the Expert, Gwen Uecker answers a few questions about USDA’s farmers.gov 
customer portal. Gwen serves as the Team Lead for the Program Delivery Division (PDD), 
Common Processes Branch for the Deputy Administrator of Farm Program within Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). She helps lead PDD’s effort to provide personalized customer 
information via farmers.gov. 

A farmers.gov account provides self-service opportunities to FSA and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) customers via a secure authenticated access process. 

What is the value of Customer Farm Records Mapping and why should producers use 
farmers.gov? 

Customer Farm Records Mapping (cFRM) provides you with self-help options and access to 
FSA data from home 24/7. For example, you do not have to wait for FSA to mail out maps for 
acreage reporting or make a special trip to the office to pick up your maps. You can print farm 
tract maps directly from farmers.gov. 

New features include the ability to import precision agriculture planting boundaries and create 
labels containing crop information that can be printed on-farm tract maps. The maps can then 
be provided to FSA at the local USDA Service Center for completing the annual crop acreage 
report. You can use the draw tools to determine acres in a drawn area. The drawn area can 
be printed on a map and provided to the Service Center, a third party such as a chemical 
applicator, or exported as a feature file for use in other geospatial applications. 

In addition, you can “Switch Profile” to view cFRM data for individuals or entities you are 
authorized to act on behalf of. This means you can view and print maps for your entity’s farms. 
Producers can also view and print farm records details, including base and yield information 
(FSA-156EZ). 

The FSA Farm Records Mapping page is accessed by clicking the blue “View Farm Records” 
button from the farmers.gov LAND tab. 
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To read the full blog visit Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records Mapping Q&A with Gwen 
Uecker | Farmers.gov 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in any 
meeting/event/function should contact Mary Anne Coffin at 207-990-9140 or Federal Relay 
Service at 1-800-877-8339. 
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